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READER. 


H E Reafon of offering this = | 
Account of a Tour through = 
5 Part of Ttaly (after ſo many 
Relations have been given of the 
Whole) is the Manner in which it is 
written, | 


| The Authors are two young Per- 
ſons who went thither to improve 
themſelves in Painting, and they have 
repreſented every thing in ſo lively a 
Manner, that you will imagine you 
ſee ſo many Pictures: The Entrance 
into the Campagna di Roma from Tiſca- 
my is a perfect Landſkip; the Hills, the! 
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Flat Country, the Buildings are full in 
View. The fame may be faid of 
the Public Shews and Proceſſions: 

Here you will behold on the Feſtival 
of St. Anthony. of Padua, a thouſand 
Horſes, Mules, and Aſſes driven to a 
Town, in perfe& Health, in order to 
be ſprinkled with Holy Water to pre- 
ſerve them from Hurt; but returning 


from thence bleſſed and cripled, and 


their Owners at the ſame Time high- 


ly ſatisfied with paying their Money 
and the Labours of the Day. In paſſ- 


ing from ſuch a Shew of Brute Ani- 
mals to one of a different Kind, you 
will ſee a titular Monarch, a Lady af 
Pleaſure, and a Couple of Cardinals 

in a Balcony; their Eminencies are 
attentive to a Maſquerade Proceſſion, 
the Monarch has his Hat ſlouched o- 
ver his Eyes, ſeems penſive and de- 
jected, the Lady flings her Arms a- 
wont his Wel. and endeavours to di- 
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P R E F A C E. 
vert his Majeſty; all the while Five 
hundred People in the Street gazing 
upon him, holding up their Hands, 
and crying out I ſantiſſimo viro A 
e eee nn (i 


Beſides theſe whimſical Scenes you 
will meet with ſome Melancholy ones. 
This City, which was once the Mif- 

treſs of all the Riches of the then 
known World, is now ſo poor, 
that, to change a Piſtole in a Shop, 
you muſt buy half the Value in 
Goods, and take the reſt in ſeveral 
Bank Notes, each of the Value of 
Half a Crown Sterling. The Coun- 
try round about it, which was once 
the Garden of the Univerſe, lyes now 
almoſt entirely uncultivated, the Air 
being infected by the Decay of thoſe 
ſtupendous Aquæducts by which the 
Streams of the Alps were conveyed to 
Rome : Five of thoſe out of ſeven are 


now in ruin; and as the waſte Water, 
which 45 


4 


x w 420 r , "A Rats, 
eie N 
*. 
'C 5s... "I , p ö , . 
K 


i b R E F. A C E. 
which does ſo much. Miſchief i by 
ſtagnating in the Country, is wy 
wanted in the City to clear their Com- 
mon Shores, it is very probable that 
in a few Years both the Town itſelf 
and all the Neighbourhood may be 
perfectly void of Inhabitants, and, like 
the former Babylon, only a Haunt of 
Monſters and Beaſts of Prey ; and all 
this entirely occaſioned by a delightful | 
Religion, which, it is ſaid, gains 


Ground, even in this Cou 
OP a OY can be believed ! ans 
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8 5 8755 E ſhould be exceedingly glad 
| IU Bg to oblige Mr. A. B. in any 
thing that is in our Power, 
> but are afraid we ſhall make 
few Diſcoveries, which he has 
not heard of by other Hands, in a better 
manner than we can relate: However, at 
his Deſire, we have drawn out this ſhore 
Review of what occur'd to us in our Tra- 
vels thro* Tuſcany, and the Pope's Terri- 
tories, to Rome; which if it ſhould afford 
him any Entertainment, will be no ſmall 

Pleaſure. and Satisfaction to us; not 
doubting but a Perſon of his Candor will 

make ſufficient Allowance for it uch De- 
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2 LEGHORNE. 


fedts as he ſhall find.in itz, eſpecially. as it 
was impracticable for us to a writ- 


ten Journal in a Country where our Papers 
and Books were fo often liable to be look- | 


ed into by bigotted Inquiſitors. 


Bur without further Apology ; we ſhall 
begin with Lzagorn, where we firſt 
landed. This Place is ſo well known, that 
we need ſay little about it. It is a fortified 


Sea-Port, lies very low and flat,almoſt even 


with the Sea. The Houſes are regular 
and well built, with one goodly Piazza, 
to which the Merchants reſort to do Bu- 
ſineſs, as ours do to the Royal-Exchange 


of London. The Engliſh Factory here is 


very rich, as are many both of the Natives 
and Foreigners, and the common Peo- 
ple here live better, have more Freedom, 
and are abundantly more chearful than in 
any other Town of 1zaly that we were in. 

The Grand Duke has here three Oar- 
Galleys with a great number of Slaves. 


Beſides the larger Commerce carry*d on 
by the chief Merchants, they have a great 


number of ſmall Veſſels about the ſize of 
our Coaſters and Cuſtom-Houſe Boats, 


with which, when it is moderate Weather, 


they trade to Genoa, Naples, and Civita- 


Vecchia; but they are ſo much peſtered 


with the * that they are 3 
to 


half inhabited. 


LEGHORNE, PISA. z 


do carry in their Veſſels a little Boat, in- 


to which when they ſee the Agerines, or 

any other Enemy making towards them, 
they caſt their Proviſions away, and make 
to the next Port, leaving their Veſſel be- 
hind them; upon which very often their 
Enemies go away not much valuing their 
Veſſels or Goods, the chief P 
they hunt for being their Men to carry 
into Slavery.” The Princes and States of 


1taly are not in any Condition to clear the 
Seas of theſe Robbers. 


PISA was the next Place we law th | 


Ti It is built upon the Remains of a 
very ancient Roman City, and has been a 
very flouriſhing one ſinee the Roman 
Times, but is become very miſerable 
fince it fell under the deſpotick Govern- 
ment of the Grand Dukes. It takes in 
a large Extent of Ground, which is not 
half built, and that which is built not 
It has a moſt beautiful 
Situation at the Mouth of the Ano, and 
the chief Street runs on each ſide of that 


River, over which there are feveral 


Bridges, one of them very handſome, the 

reſt ruinous. The Houſes in this princi- 

pal Street are Jarge and beautiful, but 

the others have no ſuch Effect. The 

moſt remarkable thing here is the Lean- 
B 2 


rey which 


* 


| | ing S EP Fine to 0 bans ſunk 

Fi on one Side as they were building it, and 

| erefore the Builders made it incline 
ſo much the other way. It conſiſts of fix 
or ſeven Circles of beautiful Marble Co- 
lumns, which tho? they are not very ſmall 

yet appear ſo by the frequent Repetition 
of one Circle above another: They have 
been taken from the Ruins of former 
Buildings, as appears by the Orders being 
dene where the Number has 
been wanting, it has been ſupplied by 
very clumſy ones of Stone. The Dome 

and Baptiſtry are of the ſame: Kind. Here 
is alſo an Aqueduct that brings the Wa- 
ter five Miles from the neighbouring 
Mountains, with which the Town of 

Leg born is chiefly ſupply d. The Grand 
Dukes have cut a Cabal between Piſa 
and Leghorn thro* the Wood of Piſa, 
which is not only very pleaſant, but ſaves 
the Boats that come from Florence the : 
Trove and I Danger of going 7 Sea. 
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. There are many Prints of i it n 
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o is # little Republick under the 


1 Grand Duke and 
States, being within 


— amor of Tuſtany. * 
in a Bottom, and is indifferently fortified. 
round is very 


The Country 
well cultivated, but the Cit 
unpleaſant, conſiſting of 


It is ſituated 


pleaſure and 


1t{elf is very 
igh Houſes, 


dirty narrow Streets, and the Windows 


grated with Iron like our Priſons : We 
of 'their Government, 
how they change their chief Magiſtrate 
every two Months, Sc. theſe things be- 
the Ram- 
parts there is a pleaſant Walk which looks 
for a great way, and 


need fay nothing 


ing ſufficiently known, 'Upon 


all over the Country 


affords a delightful Proſpect. Here are 
the Remains of a Roman Theatre, ſome: 
of _y Marble Columns of which till lie 

B 3 on 
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6 PLORENCE. 


on the Ground. The Cathedral is very old 


and large, and ſo exceeding dark, that Peo- 
ple are afraid to walk thro* it alone for fear 
of being rob'd, This Place ſwarms with 


Beggars, who a 


* Women. 
. at le, 

5 = 4 th " Capical 
Tuſcany, and t Grand Dukes Reſidence, 
The late Duke “ was juſt dead, of 
whom we heard many ſtrange Accounts. 
This City is very pleaſantly ſituated on 
the Arno, within a Circle of Mountains 
detachd from the HAppemines, Ww 
ford moſt agreeable Proſpects. From a 
diſtant View a Stranger would be apt to 
think this a moſt populous rich Place ; 
all the Hills around it appearing to be 
dorn'd with many noble Seats and Palaces z: 
but as we reſided. 09 Horence a whole. 


Tear, we had many rtunities to ie, 
| the miſerable Decline, "Ip ; 
and the Country round it, which IP - 

was both rich and populous. When we. 


this noble City, 


came to viſit theſe. Places, tho? the Hou - 
ſes are moſt of them very great, and have 
been the Summer Retreats of the Nobili- 
Yo abounding with large Appartments, 

ut-Houſes and Chapels, yet we. found 


moſt of them in a ruinous Condition, and 
inhabited only by do. ede wo cul-. 
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* tivate the neighbouring Lands. The 
_ City.is environ'd with an old Wall about 


The Ruins of thoſe 


FLORENCE 5 


five, Miles in Compaſs, great part of 
which is now unbuilt, eſpecially that part 
where the 'Gibelines lived, witch is now 
converted into Vineyards and Gardens: 
make a | 
high Terrace Walk within the Wall, and 
the Gibeline Gate is quite ſtopped up. 
The chief Remains of any Roman Build- 
ing here is the Baptiftry, which is an 


Octagon of eight Columns, ſeven where- 


of are granate and one fluted of Marble, 
which ſhews they are the Remains of ſome 
older Buildings. This is ſuppoſed to have 
been the Temple of Mars, which be- 
long' d to the City of Heſola, an ancient 
Seat of the Romans, and was once the 
Habitation of Catiline. About two or 
three Miles from Florence, many pieces 
of the Wall of Fieſola are ſtill to be ſeen 
built upon the Rock all of ſquare Stones. 
Under Ground there are Rows of large 


Vaults, into which we were oblig' d to 


creep thro? Holes they had dug in the fide. 
out of one into another. There are like-- 
wiſe many Remains of Roman Columns 


of the Ionic and Corinthian Order. It ap- 


pears by many Pictures we have ſeen, and 

more Salty by a Baſſo-Relievo in tie 

Church of Sania-Maria-Nuova, at Florence, 
B4 that 
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that when the Horentines made War up- 
on the Heſolans, it was at the Inſtigation 
of the Pope and Clergy, and that they 
were not come perfectly under the Pope's 
Juriſdiction: For in theſe Pictures St. 
Girolamo is repreſented coming in the 
Clouds, aſſiſting the Horentines againſt 
the Fie/olans, who are accounted Here- 
ties by the Hlorentines; and with the 
Marble and other Materials they took 
from them, they built the grand Dome 
at Florence, dedicated to St. Giro- 
lamo, with which they alſo covered the 
Tower and Baptiſtry. In the Piazza of 
St. Mark near the Duke's Gallery, is a 
Column of Granate which one of the 
Grand Dukes purchaſed at Rome, tranſ- 
ported to Norence, and ſet up there on 
account of a Victory he obtained over one 
of the neighbouring States. It is ſur- 
mounted with the Statue of Juſtice cut 
in purple Porphyry. This Column is five 
Foot in Diameter, which is the ſame ſize 
with thoſe in the Portico of the Pantheon 
or Rotunda, and many others at Rome, 
which are of the ſame kind of Stone. By 


this it appears that the Columns of this 
ſize are not fo difficult to be tranſported” 


as ſome have imagined. At the Doors. 
of the Baptiſtry are two Columns of red 
Granate chained together, which one * 
r 1 e 


HEORENGCE » 


the Grand Dukes brought from Piſa, 
when he conquered that bub ies 


of his Victor) On the und in the 
Piazza of Ta Maria Wares: lies a Co- 
lamn of about ſix foot Diameter broke in 
two, which they have dug out of the 
Ground out 'of . old Ruins of v 


beautiful Marble. This is the lar 1 


ſtze of antique Columns, it being between 
50 and 60 foot long when intire. 
Tur declining ſtate of this City is 

viſible, a great deal of the Chad 


chin the Walls being unbuilt; and many 


of the Houſes ill inhabited; ſo that it is not 
very lous; nor are the Inhabitants uſe- 
ful, the Clergy making up the bulk of the 
People: For my Brother and F counted | 
above 4000 Monks and Friats in a Pro- 
ceſſion, beſides the ſecular Clergy W 
aße ckoned abdut half that Number, 
The Sick and. Irifirm muſt alſo be very 
numerous where there are ſo man 
Perſons. There are alſo here and all over 


Ttaly great Numbers of Aobati, who have 
Penſions from the- 


men and Gentlemen who are yowed to a 
ſingle Life; and their Penfionis are more 
or Tels,” according to the Rank or Inte- 
reſt of their Parents and Relations, wWhere- 


by the See of Rome * much Preſerves 
B 5 and 
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Pope. T hey are for 
the moſt part the younger Sons of NobF-1| 
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and maintains her Intereſt among the di- 
ſtinguiſh'd Laity. However, he Abbati . 
may have a Diſpenſation to, break their. 
| Vow and give up their Penſions, when 
they have Opportunities to advance them- 
| ſelves better any other way. Theſe, wear 
a ſhort black Cloak, and their whole 


— Dreſs is black, but very airy. They are 


extremely debauch'd in their Morals, and 
are the common Bullies in all places 
where they come. The Nuns here are 
for the moſt part very miſerable; their 
Houſes commonly conſiſt of ſeveral 


old Houſes made into one, whereas the 
Monks and Friars have ſpacious Houſes, 


Gardens, and all other Conveniences, as 
will be ſhewn more fully hereafter : But 
the Nuns Houſes: are for the moſt part 
without Gardens, and have their Win- 
dows all box'd up to hinder them from 


looking into the Streets, They are all 


like Priſoners, and the inferiour ſort no 
better than common Slaves; and even 
the upper Nuns make a Trade of ſelling 
1 Cakes, and other ſuch Things to 
1 | | 

T 5 are beſides theſe ſeveral Con- 
fraternities or Brotherhoods, who are of 
all Trades and Profeſſions, and are under 
a voluntary Vow of Celibacy. They are 
erected into Companies under ſeveral 
Denominations, 
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Rome, 

TAE I nquif vion-Houſe is a very great 
Building. 141 is incloſed by its own Church 
on one ſide, and by a Convent and high 
Garden-Wall on the other. My Brother. 
went thro the Church every Morning. 
to the Academy, it being a common 
Thoroughfare. The Houſes are not to 
be ſeen by Paſſengers, but my Brother 


elimbed up one Day upon a high — 


better ſort are more ob 


where he perceived it conſiſted of ſeveral 
little narrow Streets or Courts, which had 
a moſt diſmal Aſpect. The People here 
are under a perpetual Terror becauſe of 
the Inquiſition: For they have Spies and 
Informers in all places, who bring them 


Intelligence of every one's Behaviour; and 
when any Perſons are informed againſt, the 


Officers come in the middle of the Night, 


and carry them away; and no+ one of 
whatever Rank. dare oppoſe them. The 


ſequious to ſhew- 
themſelves at their Feftivals than any o- 

thers. - As for- their: Spies ſome of dem. 
are Knows; and my ſuſpected, whom 
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FLORENCE. ww 
Denominations, and wear a particular 
Habit on Feſtivals and high Holy-days. 
Theſe are very numerous here, and all 
over Jah, but we ſhall have occafion to 
be more particular concerning them when 
uwe come to ſpeak ne obſerved at 
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FLORENCE. 
= \ People look u no better than 
Murderers. 1: 192 TE 0+ l. 11 

TEE Palace of Pei, which! is the 
Grand Duke's chief Reſidence, belong?d 
originally to the Family of Peti, Who 
were noble Florentines when Florence was 


a Republick. The Story of its Original, 


and how this Palace came to the Houſe : 
of Medicis, and how that Houſe came to 


be abſolute over a once moſt flouriſhing 


Commonwealth, has been related by 
Machiavel in his Hiſtory of Florence. ' It 
is 600 foot in Front, and the longeſt re- 


gular Facade we ſaw any where. It was 


firſt a low Building when it belonged to 
the Petis, but has been advanc'd to a great 
height by the Grand Dukes. It has ma- 
ny Ruſtick Arches, and indeed the whole 
Building is Ruſtick, and rather ſome what 
Magnificent than Elegant. There is 
here in the great Gallery a fine Collection 


of Paintings, Statues, and _ which 
| are ſufficiently known. 7527811 


' Taz Florentines at preſent Jatiour uns 
der various Diſcontents, which are 
much owing to their Poverty, and this to 
the Oppreſſion of the deſpotick Govern- 
ment they have lived ſo long under on the 
one ſide, and the Tyranny and O preſſion 


of the Clergy on the other, tl 2 4 


— not to be very ſenſible of it. 
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hae many Frenth"and Spaniſh Eile 


alt le beſides their Clergy, who 
endeavour to incenſe them againſt the p 

ſent Grand Duke, becauſe he is not. like 
to make his Reſidence among them. But 
they were kept in ſome Decorum by the 
German and Sreiſ Soldiers, who came 
into Florence while we were there. Upon 
our Return from Rome we met the pre- 
ſent Grand Duke and Ducheſs within a 


little way of Senna, where we ſtopt our 


Chaiſe till they were paſt by. He had 


been at Florence,” dh was going to yiſit- 


Sienna and the other Parts of his Dom- 
nions. He had little or no Retinue be- 


ſides his own Servants and Domeſticks, 


the Horentines having left him before be 


came within ſome Miles of that Place, by 


reaſon of the old Grudges which ſtill ſub- 


ſiſt among The Inhabitants of theſe two 
Cities. The Grand Duke's. Friends at 
Florence were erecting a magnificent 
Triumphal Arch in honour to him, which 
Vas above half built, and was much about 


the ſame ſize with thoſe of Severus, Con- 


amine, and others at Rome; fo that we 
imagine he intends ſoon to make them a 


ſecond Viſit, and render himſelf as ac- 


ceeptable to them as poſſible . 4 


of Popularity. 
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14 FLORENCE: 

T nt. Towns between Fyrence and 
Sienna are very. miſerable. The Houſes 
have been formerly great, but being now _ 
very much ruined, are like ſo. many 
Rocks without Form or Faſhion. 


STENNA is intirely a Cothick City, 
and has formerly, when Popery was in 
its Grandeur, been very rich. Many of 
the Houſes are covered with Marble; the 
Cathedral is all of Marble within and 
without: On both ſides of the great Vault, 
are the Buſts of all the Popes, cut in 
white Marble, The Pavement is likewiſe 
2 great Curioſity, being many Hiſtories 
of the Old Teſtament, formed of Agates 
and beautiful 2 of 2 1 The 
Buildings are genera y high, and 
much adorned. in the Gochlck manner; 
but at preſent this City is grown ſo poor, 
that the Inhabitants are e f 
it to find a Livelihood ſome where elſe. 
The Air is very healthful, tho“ the Coun- 
try all round it is but indifferently culti- 
vated. The Gates in this City and the 
other Towns in Tuſcany (Florence and. 
Leghorn excepted) are left ruinous, to. 
ſhew they are conquered places, which, 
makes them look very miſerable and. 
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Tux whole Country of Tuſcamy ĩs 

pleaſant and delightful, abounding wh 
fine Hills and fruitful Vales, Rivers, and: 
Fountains, and many delightful Proſpects, 


in a ferene and healthful Air, and might 


become a h 
Grand Duke can keep it in peaceable Poſ- 

ſeſſion, and would give hie S Subjects pro» 
per Encouragement to improve theit na- 
tive Commodities, and Protection from 
the Tyranny and F of mw 
Clergy. aML 7 
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END ENTE is the TY 
City in the Tepe $ Eſtate after we 
leave Tuſcany. It is fituated in a 
very fruitful Country: The Buildings are 

large and ruinous. The Inhabitants are 
ſo poor, that upon Enquiry we were told, 
that the Man who kept the Hoſtry where 
we inn'd, was the moſt wealthy Perſon in 
the place. He had only two or three ragged 
Servants, and Waited at Table himſelf: 
But out of tf this Account the Convents and 


- 


_ Clergy are excepted, who all live well e- 
ven in the 


pooreſt places upon the La- 
bour and Toil of the Laity. 


VITERBO, Abbe be Ronęig lone, 
and the reſt 'of the Towns we paſſed 
through are all-in the ſame miſe rable 
Condition, tho? in a pleaſant and fruitful 
Country: We faw ruinous Houſes and 
poor People, with fine Churches, rich 
Clergy, and fat Convents. In one of 
theſe ! * which had been wall'd _ 
W N ere 


OC? 


5 : = Ws 4 N aps A a , 4 
ann Oo 
there” were great Houſes, which had all 


Gardens, and in the Houſes were the Re 


mains of coſtly Furniture; yet the People 
were grown ſo ignorant, ard ſo miſerably 
r, that they knew not how to plant a 


Pot-herbs'in their Gardens, which Ay 


like ſo many Dunghils, many of the 
Houſes being half'Cown do che G ound. 


© AL the Country between T7 uſcany. and | 


the Campagna di Roma is very beautiful,” 

by reaſon of the fine Proſpect of the Ap- 
pennnes, the Lake of Viterbo, and another 
beautiful Lake near it, and the fine Plan- 


tations of Cypreſs; Pine, Oak and Cheſt” 


” 


Roma, otherwiſe called The Ba P n of 
Rome, which begins about Roncighone 
thirty Miles from that City, the'Seche'is 
ſtrangely changed; for all this Space, and 
the whole Country round is quite bare 0 

either Building or Planting. Tho" this b 

called a Plain, yet the Ground is very hilly' 
and une ven, only it appears to be a Flat 
compared with the Appennines, which lie 
all along on one ſide of it, having the Sea 
on the other, If we view it from theſe 
high Mountains, or from any other Emi- 
nence, it looks like a vaſt Defart, eſpe- 


cially conſidering the ſmall Reſort toRome, 


compared with what is uſual to great 


| rrading! 
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tary Place we were, 


Colour. 
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trading Cities. When we came in Sight 
2 N one of our Fellow- Travellers 
pon his Knees and worſhiped the Ci- 
10 7 5 he called the Lady, with an, 
mphaſis. As we paſſed JA this ſoli- 
every now and then 
oppreſſed with noxigus Fumes of Sulphur: 
It is full of marſhy Bottoms, but the 
higher Parts are very dry, the Surface of 
Keg Ground being generally. black as a 
Coal; 'tho?, 14 16 it has been newly | 
turned up, tis of a reddiſſi or yellowi 
It is in many places grown over 
with Thiſtles and other rank Weeds for; 
bing) e art agen 
Was cable except in 
and that only once in —— Years, Ts 
the. na of Faye Þ6.the end of Au- 
guft, it is extreamly hazardous to travel 
N e Neg ht, and even then 
8 it fatal to fall aſleep While 
are paſſing over it, the Air being ſo 
infectious, that in thoſe Years when they 
open the Ground, numbers of People die 
with the Infection even at Rome; and 
many of thoſe that reap the Corn drop 
* they are at work. In 
the Spring they juſt open the Surface of 
the Ground to throw in the Seed, and in 
the Harveſt they only cut off che Ears, 
not daring to ſtoop near the __ 
KE 
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Tak People that work in this Place 
undergo great Hardſhips, becauſe there 
being no Farms or Villages for ſo great a 
Diſtance, they are therefore obliged to 
come to Rome for their Bread other 
Proviſions on the Holy- days and Sundays, 
cloathed with Sheep or Goat's Skins, with 
their Legs muffled up to preſerve them 
from the bites of Adders, Scorpions, and 
other venomous Creatures which infeſt 
- all the dry places, where theſe poor Peo- 
ple are forced to take up their Lodgings 
in Holes and Caves under-ground. M 

Brother and I went to ſee ſome of thoſe 


laces, and their manner of living in the 

inter, which we did without 5 
tho* one Day when it happened to be 

pretty warm, we being Strangers to that 


Air, found ourſelves a little out of order, 
and as it were in'a Maze; ſo that we 


made what haſte we could into the City, 


and went no more into the Plain. T 
Method they take to hire theſe 
ple is this : The Proprietors of the 
Ground ſet up Stakes upon the Fields 
that are to be manur'd, with a Paper in 
writing, which directs the poor Creatures 


that wander about, to the Place where they - 


may be hir'd; but as they are to find 
their own Tools, they are for the moſt 


part 


poor Peo- 
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FT ER this. ſhort Account of the 
Lad Plain of Rome, we ſhall now 
proceed to thoſe things that ap- 
pear'd on moſt remarkable to us in that 
famous City, which has been the Amaze- 
ment of the whole. World for ſo many 
Ages. We entered the City by the Via 
; Flaminia over the ancient Roman, C auſey. 
$ 5 * we came nearer the Avenues, we ob- 
| ſerved. ſeveral Croſſes. and Statues of 
Saints along the Road, to. which our ſu- 
perſtitious Guides and Companions i in the 


other Chaiſes paid profound Ref] pect and 


| Worſhip... We went, about two Miles 
before we came to the City Gates, between 
two very high Walls and other ancient 


Buildings extremely ſolitary, there being 
ſearce BY * to be. ſeen pO the 8 
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having two fine Churches wit 
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or within view, beſides ourſelves and our 
Com ny, which was very ſurpriſing at 


the Entrance into ſo great a City. This 


gave us a ready Idea of its Decline from 
what it had been. in former Times, 
of which we were more fully convinc'd 
when we walked afterwards thro* thoſe 
and other Avenues, where we obſerved 
theſe” Walls had belonged to Gardens, 


and had many open Niches from whence 


the Poſſeſſors of them were wont to view 
the Paſſengers, who. no. doubt. were very 


numerous in the Time of the old Romans, 


and even before and ſometimeè after the 
Reformation, as will appear more fully 


by ſome Obſervations we intend to make 
by and | 


b | 
THE Viitrancs | into Rome by the Porta | 


del Popolo has a 0 qi Aſpect. This 


Gate was built by Pope Pius IV. is 
adorned” with four Tine of antique 
Marble, and two fine Statues of Peter 
and Paul, and is indeed very noble and 
magnificent. It leads into ſeveral fine 
Streets, and juſt within it is Full Piazza, 

Domes 
regularly built, and before them there is 
a very fine Egyptian Obeliſk, We were 


drove immediately into the Dogana or 
Cuſtom-Houſe, made out of the Hall of 


Antoninus Pius, of which there remain e- 
| leven 


R O MN E. 23 
eleven Columns of the Corinth;an Order, 
famous for the Excellence of the Work- 
manſhip. Here ſeveral Officers attended 
to examine our Trunks, who perceiving 
ſome Books in the Bottom of one 

of them, told us with the Roman Gra- 
vity, that they muſt ſend the Books to be 
examined by the Holy Fathers of the In- 
quiſitiong however if nothing was found 
hurtful in them, they ſhould be reſtor'd 
the next Day, which accordingly was | 
done, for we had no Books that 
could give them any Offence : My 
Brother and I had indeed a very ſimall | 
Engliſh Bible in two Volumes, which we | 
hes t in our Pockets all the Time we were 
x76. ery he one and I the 2 but our 
Pockets were never expe.” 


' 
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ROME makes a very a Ac 
ance, being ſeated on ſo 2 Hills and 
Eminences, and the Buildings for moſt 
part (not only Churches arid Palaces, but 
the other Houſes) very high. The old 
Roman Wall which © encompaſſes the 
City, takes in a large Extent of Ground, 
of which the preſent my Hope oes not fill up 
third Part, the reſt taken up 
with Vineyards and . amo 
which there are ſeveral Churches and 
Convents; and indeed ſome of NN 
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moſt noted Churches are in theſe unbuilt 


Parts, particularly that of S.. ee 


Lateran. There are ſome v 

too without the Walls, as that * St. Pau, 
St. Lawrence, &c. and for a Mile in 
ſome places, and near two in others, 


there are ſcattered up and down ſome few 


Churches, Convents and Villas, whither 
the Inhabitants may . reſort to take the 
Air, which is not ſo bad as further in-the 
Plain; but the Nobility and principal 


Clergy have moſt of their Seats and re- 


tiring places at Tivoli, .Ronciglione, and 
other Towns among the Mountains be- 


yond the bad Plain,, to which they retire 


during the hot Seaſon. 

TAE Wall of Rome is adorned 14 * 
many ſquare Towers, and within it on 
the ſide next to the City there run two 
Rows. of Arches one over the other, 
which communicate with thoſe Towers. 
The Building is altogether of Brick, and 
the inſide is filled up with the F ragments 
of the Roman Favement, Sc. but it is 


now in a very ruinous State: The Towers | 


and Arches are very much broke down 


and battered, and we obſerved in one 


lace ſeveral Holes large enough for a 
an to creep thro'. We counted 50 


Gates, ſome of which that were rebuilt 


and adorned before the laſt Century, ap- 
pear very magriicent, 1 HE 
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Tur Tyber which runs thro the City, 
hits over i four Bridges. That of St. 
Angelo is beautifully adorned with the 
Statues of St. Peter and St. Paul, and ten 
Angels curiouſly wrought in white Mar- 
ble, bearing the Inſtruments of our Sa- 
viour's Paſſion. Between the upper and 
lower Bridges are the Mills for grinding 
the Corn, placed in Boats which 
are chained, and worked by the ſtrengtng 
of the Current that always runs down 
ward, there being no Tide in this River; 
but on each ſide of the Banks between 
Nome and Oftia, there is a flat Path, 
wherein they may with great eaſe tow up 
Veſſels from Oſtia to the City, which is 
eight Miles, with Oxen and Buffaloes. 
The preateſt Defect in this River is the 
Impurity of the Water, which renders it 
of no Uſe except thoſe abovementioned z 
however this is ſufficiently” made _n _ 
the Aquedufts, 

Or hs fourteen ſtupendous Aqueduds 
with which Rome was formerly ſupplied 
with Water, we obſerved only three re- 
maining, and theſe broken in many pla- 
ces, which have been repaired in ſome 
Parts, and in others ſupplied with leaden 
Pipes, by Sixtus Quintus and Paul V. 
They are continued Rows of vaſt Arches 
about ſixty foot high, over which runs a 

C Channel 
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„ „„ 


n 


f 
| 


a R O MN E 
Channel of Water like a ſmall River, 
conveyed from the Lakes and Fountains 


at the foot of the Appennines, for the ſpace 
of thirty or thirty-five Miles: We ſaw 


them run in Ranges over the Country as 
far as our Eyes could reach: The Remains 
of one of them within the Walls, directing 
its Courſe towards the Ruins of the old 


Imperial Palace, - are- plainly to be ſeen,” 


and tis now turned off in Pipes to a Foun- 
tain near Porta Pia. Theſe, like the 
Wall, are built of Bricks, very hard, and 
of ſuch a Texture, that they reſemble 
Marble, and are of a yellow Colour 
throughout. Theſe Aqueducts are of 
vaſt Benefit, becauſe the Tyber is very 
muddy, and reckoned almoſt as bad as 


Poiſon ; and their Wells, of which they 
have but few, are not only ſo extraordinary 
hard and brackiſh as renders them un- 
wholſome for common Uſe, but are 
ſometimes choaked up with Earthquakes, 
whereas the Water that is brought from 
the Mountains is excellent for every Uſe, - 
being both wholeſome and clear, and af- 
ter being- diſtributed thro* the City in 
many Fountains, it ſerves to clear off the. 
waſte Water of their Common-Sewers, 
which otherwiſe would be choaked up, 
1 that ba any. Accident ſhould deprive 
them 
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them of the Aqueducts, it would be the 
Ruin of Rome. K Ni 
Tu preſent Buildings are moſt of 
them upon old Foundations, of Which 
Rome is very full, and many of them were 
laid by the Old Romans. Some of them 
appear a conſiderable height above 
Ground, of large Stones of Tivertini, 
which is a kind of hard rough white 
Marble. Upon ſome of theſe Founda- 
tions, after the ancient Super- ſtructures 
were overthrown, the Gothe, upon their 
firſt Converſion to the Chriſtian Religion, 
built a great Number of their Churches 
monſtrous high, for the Conveniency of 


bringing in their tall Standards, when 


Proceſſions came firſt in Uſe. They are 
moſt of them built of Brick, and have on 
one fide a large ſquare Brick Tower with 
fquare Windows, in the middle of which 
they placed two ſmall Columns, that were 
for the moſt part of ſome beautiful Mar- 
ble, which had been reſerved out of the 
ancient Ruins, ſerving here only as Poſts 
to divide the Windows into three Parts. 
Theſe Buildings were likewife patch'd in 
many Places with round Spots of antique 
Marble, being pieces of Columns cut 4 
metrically. me of theſe Towers ſtill 
remain intire; and we could not but ad- 
mire what a ſtrange uncouth Figure Rome 
1 T muſt 
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muſt have made in the Time of her 


greateſt Grandure ; when Gothic Igno- 


rance and Superſtition had overſpread the 


greateſt part of the Chriſtian World, un- 
der her eccleſiaſtical Tyranny, In the 
Time of Pope Leo X. when Learning 


began to recover out of Gothick Barba- 


riſm, as it had the good Effect to pro- 

mote the Reformation of Religion among 
us and other Proteſtant Countries, ſo it 
had the Effect in Rome to alter their Taſte 
in Buildings and other Arts; the papal 
See was then immenſely rich, and drain'd 
Money from all Quarters. Leo X. 
and ſome of the ſucceeding Popes, as 


their Riches were not yet exhauſted, be- 


gan to adorn Rome, and to follow the 
Ancients in all ſuch Arts as related to 


Building, Sculpture, and Painting. How- 


ever as they did not pull down their old 
Churches, they being very ſtrong Build- 
ings, like prodigious high Barns, (many 
of their Towers riſing no higher than their 
Roofs, excepting ſome few which were 
of an extraordinary ſize, and two or three 
which have Stone Spires, that are ſtill re- 
maining) they fell upon a Method of co- 
vering tem over with a thin Lay of Ti-. 
vertini, which they formed into the beſt 


Deſigrs they could, but being confined 


to the Meaſures of the old Work, it has 
| only 
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only produced a new kind of Gothick:: 
The Fronts have very little Projection, 
having no inſulated” Columns, but are 
commonly adorned with {! mall Pilaſters, 
gerſerally of two Orders, one over ano- 
ther, and round a vaſt Door which di- 
miniſhes their Aſpect; ſo that altho* they 
have been ambitious to front almoſt all 
their Churches in this manner, which are 
above 300 in Number, on purpoſe to hide 
the old Work; yet ſince moſt of them re- 
ſemble one another as formerly the Gothic 
ones did, they by that means appear dry and 
inſipid, and ſoon tire a curibus and intelli- 

gent Spectator, Upon moſt of the largeſt 
of them they have raiſed huge Domes, 
after the example of St. Peter's, which be- 
mg ſeated ſo high, make a great Figure, 
eſpecially when viewed from the Aſcents 
that riſe upon the edge of the City. The 
old Towers are almoſt all pulled down, and 
the Columns that were taken out of their 
Windows being new poliſhed, are placed 
to adorn the Altars. The Inſides of 
their large Churches formerly had fome- 
Reſemblance of our old Cathedrals, being 
divided into ſeveral long Iles, only there” 
is this Difference, that theirs conſiſted of 
much richer Materials; for whereas ours 
have gouty deformed Pillars, built of ſmall 
Rep of Stone or Marble at beſt, theirs 
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are ſupported with beautiful antique Co- 


lumns, formed of one Stone, of which Old 


Rome ſupplied them with ſufficient Plenty. 
Their way of placing them was in this 


Manner: On each ſide of the Nave run 
two Rows of very large Columns about 


tour foot in Diameter; theſe ſupport a 


Wall which riſes about their own height 


above them, amounting to near eighty 
foot. On the ſides of this Nave run two 
or three Iles, which are likewiſe divided 
with Rows of Columns, that are ſhorter 
as the Roof deſcends. They obſerved no 
other Order in chuſing theſe Columns, 


but to match their Heights; for one 


might ſee in the ſame Row different Or- 
ders, as Ionic and Corinthian, ſome of 
Porphyry, others of Granat, and of diffe- 


rent Marbles; ſome thick, and ſome ſlen- 


der. Several of ſuch Inſides ſtill remain, 


but thoſe which are new fitted up, are 


much more elegant, where the Iles are 
formed into Arches, whoſe ſquare Pil- 
lars ſupport the grand Vault of the Nave; 
and theſe are adorned with the aforeſaid 
antique Columns newly wrought, and re- 


duced to one uniform Order. The leſſer 


ones are placed at the Altars, which 


are ſurrounded with beautiful Baluſtrades 
that they have cut out of pieces of antique 


Marble and hard Agats, a great part * 
Vs tne 
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the Walls being likewiſe incruſted with 
the ſame : And ſuch has been the Avarice 
of the Clergy, . that there is not a Church 
or Chapel in Rome that has not hoards of 
theſe fine Stones, beſides Pictures, Statues, 
Plate and Jewels. The vaſt ſize of their 
Buildings has likewiſe made them fall 
ſhort of the Elegance they might have 
had, provided they were formed upon a 
ſmaller Deſign, and has in a manner 
waſted many of their richeſt Materials: 
For even when they rebuilt St. Peter's, 
they were obliged to bring it to the fize 
or rather above the ſize of the other great 
Churches, of which it was. the. Head ; ſo 
that the antique Columns of which it has 
great Numbers belonging to it of Jaſper, 
Agate, and ſuch like, became of no, Uſe. 
but to be ſet up as Ornaments. in places 
where they are intirely drowned with the 
large Work that is about them. Here are 
Columns larger than thoſe of Sr. Martiu 
in the Fields, which ſerve only to grace 
the Altars. This is likewiſe the 
occaſion of the flatneſs of the Portico, it 
being difficult to manage the Architrave 
that would neceſſarily be required for Co- | 
lumns of near an hundred foot high. 
The Cornice is ſo great, that they have 
not given it its true Projection, which 
has made it appear very dead; whereas 
Zu 8 it 


if they had contented themſelves to have 
proportioned their Buildings to their Ma- 
terials, they might have been able to ſhew = 
as elegant and rich Buildings as any that 
were to be found in ancient Rome, Greece, 
-and other eaſtern Countries, from whence 
many of thoſe Materials were brought, 
and be their ſize they would have — 
vaſtly great, if none of the huge Buildings 
of the Gothick Taſte had been in ſight. 
Tuxix Palaces and great Houſes are 
alſo built upon the old Roman Founda- 
tions. Many of them are of a very 
great Extent; but as they have been re- 
built in Parts, and at ſo many different 
Times, they are by that means not 
conformable to any regular Deſign, ex- 
cept the Palace of the Farneſe, which 4 is 
a noble ſquare Structure, built of antique 
Bricks and TJivertini, taken from the | 
ancient Amphitheaters. The Palace of 
Monte Cavallo where the Pope generally 
reſides, as being the beſt Air, and the 
Palaces of the Vatican, Barberini, Bor- 
gheſe, Colonna, the Feſuit*s-College, and 
ſome others, are of a prodigious Extent ; 
their Windows are well ornamented and 
well diſpoſed, which looks very beautiful, 
and the Apartments well furniſhed with 
eee Statues and Buſts. 


Tan 


TAE chief Remains ey the ancient 


Roman Buildings are the Pantheon, or 


| Rotunda ; the Ruins of Veſpaſian's Am- 


phitheater ; three vaſt Arches of the Tem- 
ple of Peace; the triumphal Arches of 
Conſtantine, Titus, and Severus; the Tem- 
ple of Antoninus and Fauſtina, now con- 
verted into the Church of 87. Eawrence ; 
the Portico of the Temple of Concord ; 
the Columns of 3 and Trajan; ſe⸗ 
veral great Agyptian Obeliſes; the Ru- 
ins of Palatinum; the Thermæ of Dioclgian; 
the Tomb of Adrian, which forms the 
Caſtle of St. Angelo; the old broken 
Wall of the City, and long Ranges of 
Auueducts, which have been taken notice 


of, and the Ruins of ſeveral other Tem- 


ples and Tombs. Many of the Churches 
are formed out of the old Temples, and 
moſt of the valuable Materials are ſcat- 
tered up and down in the Churches, 
Palaces, and Convents. In the Church 
of Santa Maria Maggiore alone, we 


counted eighteen Columns of Verd An 


tique, about two foot in Diameter, which 
are hardly ſeen among the vaſt number 
of other Kinds that are there. The in- 
finite number of Baluſtrades which they 
have made out -of broken Columns of 
all Kinds, and the multitude of bro- 
Len Columns which ſerve as Poſts 
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throughout: all the Streets, and along the 


Roads for a Mile or two without the 
Gates, gave us a lively Idea of the Great- 
neſs of Old Rome, at could afford ſo 
many Materials to New Rome at ſo cheap. 
a Rate. We may add to this, that the 
fine Pavements that are ſo much ad- 
mired in all the old Churches, in ſuch 
vaſt Quantities, are by their round Fi- 
gure and various Dimenſions, no other 
than pieces of Out-Columns of Porphyry, 
Agate, and all other curious Stones. 

Or the Temple of Peace, there remain 
three exceſſive Arches of Brick, with ſome 
Veſtiges of the white Marble Ornament, 
and one Column of extraordinary ſize, 
likewiſe of white Marble, erected oppo- 
ſite to the Weſt End of the Church of 
Sancta Maria Maggiore, upon which is 
placed the Image of the Woman men- 
tioned in the Revelations, cloathed with. 
the Sun, which they have thought fit 
to ſtyle the Virgin Mary. This Column 
is larger above than below, the Architect 
having had a Notion that it would work 
the right Effect; but herein he was 
much miſtaken, not conſidering that e 
one removes to ſome Diſtance, by the 
diminiſhing of the Object, the upper part 
n Om 
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and the perfect Form of the o is 
plainly ſeen. 

Taz Pantheon or Rotumda, is a large 
circular Temple, now All-Saints Church, . 


as it was formerly dedicated to all the 


Gops “*. It is about 200 foot in Dia- 


meter, the Walls about 20 foot in thick 


neſs, ſupporting a vaſt Dome of ſolid 


Marble, the Stones of which are alſo ſup- 


rted by their Form, leaving a circular 
Hate in in the middle for Light, there be- 


ing no Windows in the Side. The Por- 
tico is very grand, conſiſting of 16 Co- 


lumns, ſome of red and ſome of blue Gra- 


nat, of an extraordinary ſize, the Shafts 


alone being about 40 foot long of one 
Stone, and that ſo hard, as only to be 
wrought by Grinding; but we had ſome 


reaſonable Doubts whether theſe Columns 


were firſt made for this Building, becauſe 
the front Row are all of the Blue, and 


among thoſe behind there are ſome Red: 


but the Number is not uniform, which 
cauſes a blue Column to be placed in Op- 


poſition to. a red One however the red 


Columns being behind the blue, this In- 


* The Pantheon was not turned into a Church = 


till the Year 607, when it was dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary and all the Saints, by Boniface TVs 
with che Aſſiſtance of the Emperor Phocas. 
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congruity is not much ſeen. Another 


tking we obſerved was, that the Baſes 


were rather too ſmall for the Body of the 
Columns, the lower Cinctures being 
off to make them fit. But notwithſtand- 


ing all this, the Pantheon muſt once have 


appeared very noble. Within this Tem- 
ple are 16 beautiful Columns of Giallo 


Antique, about 3 foot and half in Dis- 
meter. 


The E tian Obeliſks a are very extra- 


| ordinary, (moſt of them being of red Gra- 


nat) eſpecially three, viz. that of Sf. Pe- 
ter's in the Vatican, that of St. Jobn the 
Lateran, and that of the Porta del Popolo. 
Theſe three have been Stones of above 


100 foot long, and according to the Ac- 


counts given us by the Antiquaries, were 
ſet up: in two Cities of Egypt before the 
Romans exported them from thence, ſo 
that P. Sixtus Quintus raiſed them the 
fourth timm. 

TRE Columns of Trajan and Antoninus 
very: much reſemble one another, being 
carved all over with the Triumphs of theſe 
two Emperors. The Figures are excel- 
lent, and cut on white Marble, but being 
ſo odly diſpos*d thro? the whole Length of 
theſe two Columns, fall ſhort of the 
Beauty v and Simplicity of more ancient 
1 The ſize of theſe Columns is 

| near 
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near the ſame with that of our Monument. 
P. Sixtus Quintus cauſed the Statue of 
St. Peter in Braſs to be placed on Trajan's, 
inſtead of that Emperor, and of St. Paul on 
the other inſtead of Antoninus, to whom 
theſe two Pillars are now dedicated. 

T Hae. Portico of Autoninus and Fauſtina 
conſiſts of ten Columns of green and white 
Marble. Theſe were ſo ſtrong, that the 
Primitive Chriſtians in their Zeal for de- 
ſtroying Idolatry, contented. themſelves 
with defacing the Capitals, and making 
ſome ſlight Rives in the Columns, The 

ſame happened to other Temples, parti- 

cularly to the Rotunda or Pantheon, al- 
ready deſcribed, which for ſome time 
they made a Cart-Houſe ; and have left on 
it ſeveral Marks of their Zeal, which 
however is not very pleaſing to their Fol- 
lowers, who have at different Times re- 
paired many of theſe Temples, and de- 
dicated them to the Saints, with as near an 
Analogy as poſſible to their firſt Idolatrous. 
Uſe. 
Bur if we were to enter into Particu- 
lars of this Kind, we ſhould increaſe our 
Narrative beyond all due Bounds. Al- 
moſt all their Paintings are of the ſame | 
Strain, to promote Idolatry and Super- 
ſtition of ſome Kind or other; not only 
thoſe done in the Gothick Times, but the 

| Paintingg 
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Paintings of their greateſt Maſters that 
have roſe up ſince the Art of Painting 
was improved. The Clergy are very fond 
of their Gothick Pieces, of which they 
have ſtill great Numbers in their Churches 
and Monaſteries, and take a deal of 
Care to preſerve them, becauſe they pre- 
own end ſome of them are miraculous, and 
they admire others for their Legends, | 
| | which they have painted in a very abſurd 
and barbarous Taſte. We were ſhewn 
the Portraits. of our Saviour and the Vir-- 
gin Mary, which they give out to have 
been painted by St. Lale, but were ſo 
. miſerably bad, that they plaigly diſcover - 

they are the Work only of the Gothick . 

Times, and are all with % much Artifice 
covered over with Jewels, that little of 
them could be ſeen; and we did not find 
any of the Painters we converſed with 

eredulous enough to believe the Clergy 
in this Point. As to the modern Paint- 
ings, they have Numbers of all Kinds, 

ſome very fine, ſome middling; but the 
far greater Number | exceeding bad. 
Thoſe of St. Peter's in the Vatican, both 
on the Walls and Cupola's are in the Mo- 
aich, which conſiſts of ſmall Squares of 
Stones and Glaſs of all Manner of Colours ; 
but is only proper for very large Fi- 
gures chat are to be view'd at a great Di- 
| LINES ſtance 3 
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ſtance;ʒ to accompliſ which, many of 
their beſt Painters have been employed 
for above two or three Ages paſt. They 
have alſo many large Paintings in Freſco 
on the Walls of their other Churches 
and Palaces, but theſe going to Decay. 
it has made them the more ſollicitous to | 
finiſh this great Work in St. Peter's, in/ 
Imitation of the Ancients, as it is not li- 
able to be deſtroyed either by Damps or 
Vermin, both which has happened to- 
the Freſco, As for their Oil-Paintings, 
which are ſome of them very freſh and 
lively, efpecially where they have been 
carefully preſerved 3 their Subjects are 
many of them very bad, even where the 
Painting is fine: Some of them are the 
Repreſentations of falſe Miracles and Le- 
„improved upon their old ſuper 
Nous Plans; ſome altogether blaſphe- 
mous, as thoſe where the Trinity, 2 
other Things of the like Nature are in- 
troduced: And to ſuit the Jtalian Taſte, 
Numbers are ſo lewd, that they can ſcarce | 
be looked on without a Breach of Mo- 
deſty; tho* the Romans are ſo far from 
being ſqueamiſn in this Reſpect, that we 
found them very thick in the Cardinals 
Palaces. In one Appartment we ſhould” 
be entertained with nothing but ſuch lewd 
ROY and in the next nothing but dead 
Chriſt's 
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Cvriſis, Crucifules, Madonnas, and other 
Saints, and very oſten the Figures of na- 
ked Women and other lewd Repreſenta- 
tions in their -Bed-Chambers. We need 
not enter into Particulars on the Subject 
of their Paintings, . becauſe the Indigence 

of the 1alians, or the Temptation of a 

Price, has made them part with 

many of their beſt Originals to other Na- 

tions, of which we have in England 

a competent Share among the Collections 

of our Nobility and Gentlemen, not only of 

the greateſt Maſters, but generally the 
beſt Subjects; and from them one may 

form a Judgment of what is to be ſeen of 
this Kind abroad. 

ROME makes a very ae and 
magnificent Appearance, becauſe of the 
great Number of Churches and Palaces, 
which are of an exorbitant Height, and 
the many lofty Domes, the ſeveral Aſcents 
and Deſcents of Hills, with the Inter- 
mixture of Gardens, adorned with Cypreſs. 
and Pine- Trees, which afford beautiful 
Views or Proſpects. in almoſt all Parts of 
the City; beſides that, their common 
Dwelling-Houſes are very high, their 
Windows well diſtanced and adorned, and 
many of their Streets very regular, with. 
large open Piazzas, adorned with noble 
J ountains and Obeliſks, which yery much. 

{urprize 


ſurprize all Strangers. Nevertheleſs, ma- 11 
ny Things we obſerved here made it ma. 
nifeſt to us, that Rome is inconceivably 
declined from what it has been in Times 
paſt. One Day, while we were drawing 
a View of the City, two Gentlemen ob- 
ſerving the fine Proſpect, ſaid, Ah they 
may draw it, for it makes as beautiful a 
Defign'as ever; making a Kind of Lamen- 
tation over it, as if it were nothing now 
in Compariſon of what it had been for- 
merly: And ſeveral Perſons we converſed 
with afterwards, were complaining, that / 
Rome was very much gone to Decay with- | 
in theſe 14 or 15 Years paſt; as indeed 
may be plainly ſeen, even by Strangers 
who reſide but a little while among them. 
For notwithſtanding the Largeneſs of the 
City, it is but thin of Inhabitants, and 
ſetting aſide the Clergy and Nobility, the 
reſt are for the moſt Part miſerably poor; 
for as Rome has but few Commodities of 
itſelf, (all the Country round it be- 
ing barren for many Miles) their whole 
Trade is for the Neceſſaries of Life, Food, 
and Raiment, which are brought from 
diſtant Parts: This brings the Tradeſmen 
and Shopkeepers under an abſolute De- 
pendence on the Clergy, and Nobility, 
who are almoſt all the Kindred of Popes 
and Cardinals, On the other Hand, ma- 
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ny of the Revenues of the Clergy ariſe 
from Lands at a great Diſtance, and from 


the Beneficence and Donations of the 


Roman Catbolict Princes, which come 


annually to Rome as a Tax, and if that 


ſhould once fail, Rome would ſoon go to 
Ruin. Indeed by what we obſerved,” it 
would ſeem as if many o thoſe Reſources 
were either withdrawn, or fallen ſhort of 
what they have been within an Age or 
two. We were by the Inhabitants, 
that till of late us'd to have a Cur- 

of Money among them, but now- 
very little of any Thing is to be ſeen ex- 
cept Paper Bills, which are ſo great an 


Oppreſſion that the Shopkeepers cannot 
diſpoſe of their ſmall Commodities to 


1 unleſs they purchaſe near the 


Value of their Notes, the ſmalleſt of 2 


which is five Crowns, and Silver Money 


is fo ſcarce, that one may go to twenty 
| Shops before they can change a Zechine, 


- | unleſs a Perſon wants pretty near the Va- 


ue; ſo that for Want of Silver, they are 
forced to turn away almoſt every Stranger 
without diſpoſing of their Goods, which 
is a great Hardſhip both to the Buyer and 


| | Seller. Fhey are fo full of Beggars, that 


one may often meet near two hundred 
coming from the Door of a Church on 
Holy-Days ; and we have paſſed thro? ſe- 
b veral 
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veral Streets, where the Women and 
Children beg as they ſit at their Doors. 
They make a great Noiſe with their 
Hoſpitals; the poor People who know no 
better, think them a wonderful Charity; 
and the Name makes a great Sound to 
Foreigners: but when we came to examine 
into theſe Matters, we found them fall 

very far ſhort of our Workhouſes in 
England. For as ours are for old and 
decay*'d Perſons, who have all Manner 
of Neceſſaries provided for them, theirs 
are chiefly for young Perſons, eſpecially 
for young Women, under Pretence of 
Piety, tho? at the ſame Time they 
them confined as in Priſons, and at hard 
Work, allowing them only one Ounce of 
Meat and two ſmall Loaves a Day for 
their Suſtenance; and probably when they 
are paſt their Labour, turn them out un- 
der ſome Pretence or other, all their 
Beggars being for the moſt Part old Men 
and Women, or Children. They have 
alſo ſome few Hoſpitals for Strangers, 
but . they are chiefly for Pilgrims ; and. 
more eſpecially to decoy the more indigent: 
Sort that come out of the Proteſtant 
Countries, whom at firſt they uſe with 
great Civility, and . — diſpoſe of 
chem as they find them ane 


Bur 
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Bu r to return to the Citizens and o- 
ther common Inhabitants: Theſe conſiſt 
chiefly of ſome poorShopkeepers, Servants, 


| Artificers, and Jews. The Shopkeepers 


have very mean Shops, reſembling our 
little ones in Leiceſter-Fields: There is 
indeed one long Street of Silverſmithe, 
who are of the Working Sort, and ve 


poor, being fer the mcſt Part wholly em- 


ployed in making and repairing the 
Church Plate, and ſuch like Things. 
Tradeſmen are held in ſuch Contempt 
here, that they chooſe rather to breed up- 
their Children'in a Way that may quali 
them for Servants, than put them out to 
Trades. As for the Servants they are of 
two Sorts, viz. Domeſtick Servants, of 


which the Cardinals and dignified Clergy 


have great Numbers. The others are 
mere Hackneys, who are ſo miſerable, 
that they hire themſelves out for the Va- 
lue of Three half-pence or Two-pence a 
Day, to follow the Citizens Wives, who- 
at the ſame Time that many of them are 
forced to live upon Cheſnuts, Lupins, and 
Garlick, are worked up to ſuch a Pitch- 
of Vanity by the proud Cuſtoms of the 
Place, that they cannot appear abroad 
without one of thoſe diſmal Attendants ; 
at which Time they are dreſſed in ſom? 
tawdry Gown over a monſtrous Hoop, 

= ET which 
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Which ſerves them many Years, being 
only worn on Holydays: for at all other 


Times they are attired like the meaneſt 
Servants, and do all Manner of Drudge- 
ry within their Houſes, We obſerved 
that moſt. of the Women, Servants were 
old, the, Young Women being ſhut up 
in the Hoſpitals.abovementioned,  _ 
THERE are great Numbers of Jes 
here, who are under heavy Oppreſſion, 
being confined to two Places in the City 
allotted for them, and are uſed like Slaves; 
Moſt of them are Brokers in old Goods, 
and for Fear they ſhould live too well, 
they are frequently puniſhed with grievous 4 
Fines, under Pretence of their Obſtinacy; ö 1 
Formerly the Popes uſed for a Chaſtiſe- 
ment of them, once a Year to bring forth 
the oldeſt Woman among them into a | 


ublick Market-Place, where they cauſed | 
5 to be ſawed in two ; but ſince the Re 
formation in the Proteſtant Countries has | 
opened Peoples Eyes, and rendered ſuch 
Barbarities odious, the Pope has com- 

unded the Matter for a large Sum of 
— and giving a fictitious Woman 1 
ſtuffed with Figs and Wine, to be ſawed W | 
in two as the other, and worried in Pieces | 


by the Populace. This was done while 
we were there, | $217 OJ 
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Warn one walks thro? the Streets of 
Rome, every Thing ſhews different from 
what is to be ſeen in any other City, not 
only becauſe of the vaſt Number of 
Churches, Hoſpitals, Monaſteries, Col- 
leges, Chapels, Palaces, and other pub- 
lick Buildings, intermixed with ancient 


Ruins, but by reaſon of the- different 


Looks and Appearance of the People, 
The ordinary Dreſſes of the Clergy are fo 
various here, and they ſwarm in ſuch 
Numbers, (being three to one of the 
Laity) that the whole Place looks like a 


continual Maſquerade : As for their Pon. 


tifical Habits in which they officiate on 
their different Feſtivals, they are without 
Number. The Cardinals affect great 
State and Grandeur: They have very fine 
Coaches, and much larger than the State 
Coaches of our Lord Chancellors or 
Speakers. They are generally painted 
Black, adorned with large Figures of 
CTherubs, all finely gilded; they are drawn 
with ſix fine Horſes upon all Solemnities, 
when their Servants all walk on Foot be- 
fore, behind, and on each Side, wearing 
the Livery -of the CardinaPs Family. 
Many of the Cardinals are very old Men, 
with grey Hairs, wearing a Red round Cap 
to diſtinguiſh them from the-other Biſhops 
and the mitred Abbots; and they —_ 

| | al 


ROME 3 
all the outward Signs of Reverence, tho? 


at the ſame Time there is great Licen- 


tiouſneſs of all Kinds in their Houſes. - 


The Biſhops alſo make a very great Fi- 
gure, and ſo do the mitred Abbots, who 


at the ſame time they wear the Habit of 


their Order, have many of them very 
ſplendid and fine Equipages ; while the 
generality of the Laity (ſetting: aſide the 
Strangers) make a very mean Appear- 
ance, and for moſt Part look melancholly 
and dejected. In ſhort, all the People 


here groan very much under the Op- 


preſſion of the Clergy, eſpecially of the 
Monks and Fryars, of whom they ſecret- 
ly complain, that they eat up and devour 
every Thing they can come at; and yet 
they are forced to ſubmit to their Ava- 
rice, becauſe at the ſame time they keep 


them thus in Penury and Servitude, their 
whole Dependence is upon their ſpi- 
ritual Tyrants. R 

Ix is ſurprizing to ſee the Nomber of 


Convents of all Kinds that are to be found | 


every where in Rome, which have all of 
them fine Churches and Chapels, abound- 
ing with great Quantities of Plate and 
Jewels, and adorned -with Paintings. 
Their Appartments are not only ve 


commodious and large, with pleaſant - 


Guy but ſome of the chief Convents 
have 


| 
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have allo their Country Retirements, to 
which they remove in their Turns, during 
the Summer Seaſon, for a better Air. 
The Nunneries here are not quite ſo mean 
as at Florence, but are kept very cloſe 
and retired; and ſuch Numbers are ſhut 
up in theſe and the Hoſpitals above-men- 
tioned, that one ſees but few: Women in 
the Streets in Compariſon of the Men, 
of whom thoſe Monks, Friars, Prieſts, 
and Abbati, are far the greater Number. 
There are alſo few Children to be ſeen in 
Rome, and moſt of theſe are extremely 
poor and ragged. There are three Col- 
leges for the Eu gliſb, Scots, and Jriſb, 
which are all very go Houfes, with all 
Manner of Conveniences. They are at 
a pretty good Diſtance from each other, 
and have ſome Difference, as we obſerved, 
in their Gowns, to diſtinguiſh their diffe- 


rent Nations. We paſſed by theſe Col- 


leges ſeveral Times, and heard them 
ſpeak Engliſh, but avoided all Manner of 
en uaintance with them; nevertheleſs we 
_ told ſomething of their Inſtitution 
by other Hands, It ſeems they were e- 
rected ſoon after the Feſuits Order ſprung 
up, by the Encouragement of {ſeveral 
Popes, upon the ſpreading of the Re- 
formation in the Proteſtant Countries; and 
each of theſe Colleges is under the In- 

ſpection 
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ſpection of one or mote of the Cardinals. 
The Scholars are taken in young, and af- 
ter they have paſſed thro? the. ordinary 
Studies, are ſent to the Feſuits College, 
from whence, ſuch as are qualified for 
Miſſionaries, are ſent over to Britain and 
Feland. We were told, that Rome has 
always about 2000 Miſſionaries among us. 
There is alſo a German College, another 
for Greeks and Arabians, another de Pro- 
paganaa Fide, and others, to the Number 
of twenty-nine in all. 

Wx have already in our Account of 
e mentioned the MAbati, who have 


Penſions from the Pope, during the Time 
they live unmarried. Theſe are here ve- 
ry numerous, and, as was obſerved before, 
are no better than common Bullies. 


They ſwarm in all the Walks and other, 
publick Places of Reſort about Rome, 
and as they have nothing to do, e! 
about in this manner, or haunt the 
Plays, Operas, and gaming Houſes: | 
Some, who are of Families, marry and 
give up their Penſion; others are pro- 


vided for in the Army, if their Intereſt 


and Inclination runs that way; and ſome 
bind themſelves by perpetual Vows, and 


turn Friars, or enter into ome other ec- | 
cle Order. 
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Bur nothing that we ſaw at Nn 
ſurpriſed us more than the many Con- 
fraternities or Brotherhoods of the Laity, 
who are much more numerous here than 
in Florence, being ſeparated and vowed 
to a ſingle Life, and in Number. ninety 
ſeven, as we were inform'd, beſides 
twenty-nine Arch-confraternities, which 
differ only from the other in Dignity 
and ee and have ſome Pri vi- 
leges which the. others have not. Of 
the firſt ſort are the Confraternity of Sr. 
Michael the Archangel and the reſt of the 
Guardian Angels ; the Company. for the 
1 — Souls in Purgatory that had no 
oney nor F riends to procure Maſſes to 
be ſung for them; the Company of Di- 
vine Woes the Company of the Holy 
Crucifix in St. Magdalen's, Sc. Many are 
named after their Saints, ſome after Car- 

dinals, and other great Churchmen, and 
many of them conſiſt altogether of Tradeſ- 
men and Artificers, and take their Deno- 
minations from the Trades, as the Agua- 
vitari or Diſtillers, the Barbers, the Ba- 
kers, Mercers, Perfumers, Haberdaſh« 
ers, Shoemakers, Taylors, Goldſmiths, 
Silver-ſmiths, and almoſt all the Trades 
they: have in Rome. The Arch-confra. 
ternities, by moſt of their Denominations, 
are much of the ſame kind with * o- 
mer; 
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cher; they have one for the Aponies of 


Death; one for the holy Mz fone another 


named from the Holy Cueifts in St. Mar- 
cello's Church; another nam'd from the 
Re ſurrection of the holy Virgin; another 


from her ſeven Pains; another nam d 


from St. Saviour of the Holy of Holies; 


and many from their moſt celebrated 


Saints. There are ſome few that conſiſt 
altogether of Women, who have theit 
particular Habits, which they wear on 
Days of Devotion; but we did not ſee 
them walk in the Proceſſions; or, if they 
did, they were ſo much diſguiſed that 
we could not diſtinguiſh them from the 
Men. However all the Men walk at 
the publick Proceſſions, ſome in their 
Shoes; but others of - theſe Fraternities 
who affect more than ordinary Sanctity, 
walk barefooted. Each Fraternity has a 


particular Habit, called a Sack, with 


which they cover their whole Body, 


leaving only two Holes for their Eyes; | 
and they have a large Standard carry*'d 
before them, which they follow with great 


Solemnity, and a Crucifix behind, There 
is one more remarkable than all the reſt, 
which we imagin'd to be the Fraternity 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Their Habit is very 
deep blue next to black; and whereas 
the others have only two round Holes = 
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the Hood for their Eyes, the reſt hang - 
ing looſe a little way below their Chins, 
theſe have alſo a Hole for their Mouths, 

wherein each carries a piece of burning 
Match, which altho' this may perhaps 
be to repreſent the cloven Tongues of 
Fire mentioned in the Ads of the Apo- 
files, yet it makes them look more like 
Devils than Men, and was very amazing 
to us who were Strangers to ſuch Foppe- 

ries. We could not learn what time 
theſe Fraternities or Brotherhoods firſt 
began; but it is certain ſome of them 
are pretty ancient, and as they have been 
countenanced by ſeveral Popes and con- 
firm'd by them, it has cauſed them 
to increaſe in every Age, and ſome being 
in greater Eſtimation than others, have 
had all the Privileges of Monks and o- 
ther Eccleſiaſticks beſtowed on them, 
being alſo intitled to many Pardons and 
Indulgences beyond others. At firſt 
ſeveral Princes, and great Men and La- 

dies of the firſt Rank aſſociated them- 
ſelves with theſe Brotherhoods and Siſter- 
hoods. If they happened to be married 
Men and Women, they were only ac- 
counted honorary Members, and not be- 
ing under a Vow could not go thro? their 
Ceremonies, but only give in their 
Names to do them Reſpect, and to help 
defray 
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defray the Charge and Expence which 
they might be at upon all Occaſions. 
Some Cardinals and eminent Church- 
men have alſo been of ſuch Fraternities 
as they have had a mind to favour moſt; 
but whether they have ſo much Honour 
done them now as formerly, we could 
not learn. They attend all Feſtivals; 
and every Fraternity that takes its Name 
from any Saint, has the Church of that 
Saint allowed them by the Pope's Bulls 
for all their Solemnities, where they 
have fine Muſick, the expoſing of the 
Hoſt; and ſometimes a Prieſt or Friar of 
their. Society gives them a Detail of 
Nonſenſe in Praiſe of that Saint, and of 
the Piety of their Inſtitution, and ſuch 
like, which they call a Sermon. We 
have heard ſome of theſe fulſome Diſ- 
courſes, and have been much ſurpriſed 
at the feigned Raptures of the Preacher, 
and the amazing Ignorance and Sim- 
plicity of the Hearers; they are alſo 
very remarkable for their Pennances, 
and meet together on Faſt-Days for that 
Purpoſe. Two Painters of our Acquain- 
tance, who were of the Society called the 
Stigmata or Wounds of St. Francis, invit: 
ed us in the Time of Lent, to the Place 
where they were to perform their Pen- 
"ance; we did not go along with them, 
— 8 but 
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but they told us the Manner of it, viz; 
That they ſhut themſelves up in a dark 


Cell belonging to the Church, where 


they ſtrip their Backs naked, and 
each Man diſciplines his Fellow with a 
fmall Iron Chain; but we imagine they 
did not hurt one another much, for none 
of them complain'd, The Clergy have 
formerly reaped great Advantages from 
theſe Confraternities,, and at this Day 
they put them upon many Drudgeries 


. which otherwiſe would coſt them a great 


deal of Money, ſuch as cleaning the 
Churches, duſting their Images, and the 
like; and as they conſiſt of all Trades, 
they find abundance of Employ 


ment for 
them in their ſeveral Vocations, which 
theſe poor deluded people perform at 
their own Expence, and look upon it 
both as a Matter of Neceſſity, and their 
indiſpenſable Duty. There is one of 
theſe Companies of very great Impor- 
tance, viz. the Confraternity of the Dead, 
Theſe carry a Death's Head on their 
Standard, wear a black Sack in their 
Proceſſions, and are employ*d to bury 
thoſe who die ſuddenly on the Bad Plain. 
This is ſo dangerous a Taſk, that the 
Pope upon ſome Occaſions is obliged to 
allow them particular Indulgences and 
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it. We could not get any certain Ac- 


iis count of the Number of each Confrater- 


nity, nor what the whole amounted to; 
but it was eaſy to-conclude, both by what 
we ſaw ourſelves, and heard from others, 
that they conſiſted of many thouſands, 
who, beſides the Clergy and Nuns, are all 
under Vows of Celibacy ©. and tho' this 
would certainly be a very great Detriment 
to any other Nation, yet Rome ſeems to 
reap ſome preſent Advantage from it. 
For if all or moſtofthe Laity in Rome were 
to marry, and have Children, the Eſtates 
and Income of the Clergy, on which all 
the Laity here chiefly depend, would not 
be ſufficient to maintain them; - beſides 
that, the People having Families to pro- 
vide for, would not be ſo ready, nor in- 
deed could afford to give their Labour, 
in ſuch Caſes as abovementioned, without 
being paid for it. And this is the Reaſon 
why Rome is chiefly" inhabited by Fo- 
reigners, there being but few Romans in 
compariſon of the Strangers, who are for 
the molt part ſent thither while they are 
young, and are inveigled to enter them» 
ſelves into theſe Confraternities, by which 
means the Clergy enjoy almoſt all the 
Fruits of their Labour, except what is 
neceſſary for their common Subſiſtance, 
which cannot be much where there 
GE 
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there is no Family to be maintain*d: And 


- : | 


excepting the Nobility, who: are moſt- 


ly related to Cardinals and Churchmen, 
moſt of the married People are mere 


Drudges, - whoſe miſerable Lives keep 


ſuch great Numbers _— them 1 
marrying. 


Tux een is the next enthicakibile 


thing in Rome: This, which is called the 
Supreme Court, or Chief Tribunal, was 


firſt inſtituted by Pope Paul III. in the 


'Year 1536, juſt about the time the Re- 


formation began to ſpread all over Europe. 
It was ſet on foot Sa carry*d on by the 
Management of Cardinal Jobn Peter Ca- 
raffa, a Neapolitan, and a Subject of Spain, 
who being himſelf — 2 to the Pope- 
dom in the Year 1555, confirmed this 
Tribunal, and affigned for the Officers 
belonging to it a Houſe in the Piazza di 
Ripella, now almoſt adjoining to the Pa- 
lace of Borgheſe. The ſame Pope alſo in- 
ſtituted a Congregation of. ten Cardinals, 
who were to be the ſupreme Judges in 


all Cauſes that ſhould come within the 
Cognizance of this Court. In the Year. 


1569, Pope Pius V. built the preſent Pa- 
lace of the Inquiſition, in a more private 
and ſafe Place, to which the Tribunal - 
was removed, and where it has continued 


ever ſince, and _— to it very large 
| and 


K 
and ample Revenues. This Building i- 
very much hid and obſcur'd, for it lies 
behind a high Gallery that leads from St. 
Peter's to the Caſtle of St. Angelo, between 
the Fortifications of the ſaid Caſtle, which 
make part of the City Wall, and the 
high Buildings of St. Peter's, and the Pa- 
lace of the Vatican; ſo that a Stranger 
may be a long time in Rome, and know 
nothing of it, unleſs he happens to be 
a little more prying and inquiſitive than 
ordinary. Over the principal Gate 1 is the 
following Inſcription, viz. 


| PIVS v. P. M. 


con cRECATIONIS SANCTAE INQVISITIONIS * 


DOMVM HANC QVA HERETICAE PRAVITATIS ' 


SECTATORES CAVTIVS COERCERENTVR 
A FVNDAMENTIS IN AVGMENTVM + 
CATHOLICAE RELIGIONIS EREXIT... 

ANNO MD LXIX, 


In this Palace there reſides a ſecular 
Prelate, with the Title of Aſſeſſor, who. 
with the Father Inquiſitor (who is always 
a Dominican) and .a certain Number of 
other Dominicans, form the. ordinary 
Tribunal, which meets every Monday 


Morning. The Cardinals who are of 
this Congregation, come twice a Tear, 
and 
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and (as the Halians expreſs it) make 4 
gracious Viſit to the Priſoners, viz. at 
Eaſter and Chriftmaſs, and are preſent 
at all the Abjurations, ſome of which are 
publick in the Church, and others they 
.call half publick, in the Preſence of the 
Judges, and ſuch others as they think fit 


to be admitted, | 


Tun Court of Taquifition has a quite dif- 
ferent Effect here, from what it has at Flo- 
rence, At the ſame time that the Horentines 
ſtand in continual Dread of the Inquiſition, 
almoſt all we converſed with ſhewed a 
mortal Hatred againſt it; but at Rome, 
the whole Body of the Inhabitants being 
either Clergy, or having their Dependance 
upon them, are ſo cloſely linked with 
them in Intereſt, that People muſt be very 
careful what they ſay, for every one hert 
is a Spy for the Inquiſition : And this. 
being the only place in the World that 
depends altogether on Popery, we could 
not help comparing the People of Rome 
to the Silverſmiths that made Shrines for 
Diana, which cauſed them to drive away 
the Apoſtles, for fear of ſpoiling their 
Gain, In Rome there are Numbers of 
Architects, Painters, Sculptors, Silver- 
Smiths, Gilders, Muſicians, and many 
other Artiſts, that are continually employ*d 
about their Churches and —_ 
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- whichdrefo numerous, that they require 


many Hands to keep them in Repair, 
and in propet Decoration; for the Diſ-- 
poſition of the Candles is always ordered 
by the Architects, and every other thing 
is ordered and diſpoſed by Perſons of 
proper Vocations, and all the Tradeſmen 

in Rome are attach'd by the like Motives; 
ſo that the 1nqui/itors are had in the pro- 


foundeſt Reverence, as their Court is 


look*d upon to be the greateſt Support of 
their common Intereſt. 22 Man may be 
as wicked here as he pleaſes; no one ſhall / 
reprehend him, provided he conforms 
outwardly to all their Ofdinances, . Here 
are Thieves, Murderers, Renegadoes, and), 
Outlaws from all Nations, who meet with 
Sanctuary and Protection. Many are the 
Murders that are committed in the Streets 
of Rome; for except in the time of the 
Carnivals and high Feſtivals, no Light is 
to be ſeen all over the City after duſſc; 


and they who have occaſion to go abroad | 


at that time, run the Hazard of being. 
aſſaſſinated; yet when Murder is com- 


mitted, little Notice is taken of it, unleſs . 
n to ſome Perſon of pretty / 


it ſhould happe 


Intereſt, But if a Man has the 
leaſt Scruple relating either to their Dos - 
ctrines or Ceremonies; however abſurd 
_ * he falls under the greateſt 
| Dereſtation-1 
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Deteſtation imaginable, and is hurry'd 
into the Inquiſition, where Nobody dares 
befriend him or ſhew him any Pity; 
which dreadful Cruelty being ſo univer- 
fally countenanced by the People, prevents 
all good Men from making any Stay a- 
mong them; and the Inhabitants are ſo 
bigotted and ſuperſtitious, and ſo much 
dener to the Intereſt of the Clergy, that 
one would wonder how ſuch a Tribunal 
thould have any Thing to do: But it is 
very probable ſome of their own Clergy 
or Friars, who have more Honeſty or 


Learning than the Generality, may now 
and then fall Victims to their Cruelty ;; 


for ſome Time before we came to Flo- 
ence, an Accident happened there, which 
may give ſome Light into their preſent 
Dealings. Two young. Men that came 
from the Neighbourhood. of Geneva to a 
Convent in Hlorence, brought along with 
them a Book or two which they had con- 
cealed, but falling neyertheleſs into the 
Hands of the Friars, they raiſed ſuch 
Scruples in many of. them, that above 


twenty went to the Prior to have their 


Doubts reſolved. The Prior, telling them 


in an angry Tone that he would reſolve 


their Doubts, ſent them immediately to the 
Priſon of the Inquiſition, In the mean Time 


the two young Men made their Eſcape; but 
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it was never known what became of thoſe 
that were confined, whether they were 


ſent to Rome, or put to Death there, for 


they were never heard of more. It is not 
much to be doubted ſome ſuch Inſtances 
might be found at Rome, if they were 
not very ſecret in all their Deeds of Dark - 
neſs. Nay, they are even ſo ſtrict at 
Rome, in the minuteſt Trifles, that if a 
Man give the leaſt ill Language or angry 
Look to a Clergyman or Friar of any 
Kind, or to a Lay Brother of any Con- 
fraternity, he is looked on as a Heretic ; 
nay, their very Servants are facred, and 
muſt not be meddled with; and in the 
Time of Lent nothing muſt be expoſed 
to View that is forbidden to be eat; for, 
tho? ſome People are allowed to ſel] Meat, 
and other prohibited Food to thoſe who 
purchaſe a Licence, - yet all is done with 
the greateſt Strictneſs imaginable : And 
we ſaw a Man, when a Cardinal was paſ- 
ſing along in his Coach, take down a 
Cheeſe that happened to lie on a Shelf 
in his Shop, with the greateſt Surpriſe 
and Precipitation imaginable, left the 
Cardinal or ſome of his Servants ſhould 
ſee it, Such. Things as theſe always keep 
the Inquiſition in Buſineſs, befides that 
many are ſent thither upon meer Surmi- 


{es * 1 ealouſies, , who are very roughly 


handled, 


3 4 N - * Or, — er 9 7227 — — 2 - 
2 N * 8 — — 7 = 8 B — 
r . 0 re — 4X ihe ATI — * 
| _— „„ — * — IEC , 
2 2 E : 


= 
— 
oy OE Kͤ«%4 AAAS, „4b UD — 


a 4 
— 4 
— 


— 2 2 2 — 
—— INES 


— 


"EY 
8 ha 3 
6— Ia 


1 pk F * 
* * * 9 ; 8 2 
* N | J ' * , 4 a 
62 ; * 2 0 — * b A 


handled, and forced to abjure every Sens 
timent that is not agreeable to their 
groſſeſt Errors. For this Reaſon honeſt 
Men run a great Riſque here, and can ne- 


ver avoid being ſurrounded with Spies of 


all Kinds; whereas Villains are ſupported 
and promoted, Knowledge is more than 
ever diſcountenanced, and Ignorance, and 
all Manner of groſs and ſenſleſs 'Superſtiz 
tion more and more encouraged : T 
are at no Pains to teach the People any 
Thing but their own ridiculous and wic- 
ked Abſurdities; in all other Matters the 
vulgar Sort are quite barbarous. As for 
the Country People that come from the 
Mountains about Rome, to work on the 
bad Plain, or to other Labour, they ſeem 
to have nothing but the Remains of old 
Paganiſm, blended with the Popiſh Ido- 
latry and Superſtition :- For when we hap- - 
pened to be walking without the City 
where any Number of them were, we 
&ften uſed to hear them ſwear by the Bo- 
dy of the Great God, Bacchus; and by 
the reſt of the Heathen Gods, which, 
probably, had been tranſmitted down 
from the Time of the old Romans; and 
it ſeems to have never been regarded by 
the Clergy, ſince ſuch Profaneneſs does 
not affect their Hierarchy. Theſe being 
ſome Hints of What we obſerved in a 
, | about 
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About Rome, we ſhall conclude this Nar- 
rative with a brief Account of ſome few. 
of the grand Proceſſions we ſaw while 


we were in Tah, eſpecially at Florence, 


where we indulged ourſelves in a little 
more Liberty of viewing ſuch Things 
than we durſt venture to take at Rome, 
where they are jealous of all Strangers, 
and continually keeping a watchful 18 


over them. 


Taz grandeſt Proceſſion, we ſaw while 
at Florence, was that of the Corpus Domi- 
ni, which being in Commemoration of 


our Saviour's Burial, uſed formerly to be 


made on Cod. Eridey z but this Proceſſion 
being ſo long, that the Day was not ſuf- 


- ficient for it at that Time of the Year, it 
was therefore deferred to the Month of 

Fune by a Decree. of one of the Popes, 

and kept annually about the longeſt Day. 


Formerly they uſed to carry an Image 
made of Wax to repreſent Chriſt's Body, 


but of late they-only carry the Hoſt. The 


Archbiſhop and his Clergy begin the Of- 
fice in the Cathedral about fix in the 


Morning. The Confraternities walk firſt 
in the Proceſſion; they go early to their 
own Chapels, where they put on their 
Sacks, and march out two and two with 
their Standards before them towards the 
Cathedral. The firſt Company enters at 
| | A. 
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a ſide Door; and after they have ſaid: 
Maſs, which is very ſhort, they march. 
out at the grand Door, and paſs thro? 
the Baptiſtery. The next Company en- 
ters in the ſame Manner as the firſt, and 
go out at the great Door, with their Stan- 
dard before them, and a Crucifix behind 
and ſo all the other Companies enter in the 
ſame Manner at the ſide Doors that are 
next to their Chapels, and march out. 
as the others, the laſt being always of 
the moſt Dignity and Eſteem. , Theſe all 
march two and two. Their Sacks are 
very coarſe, and of different Colours 
ſome white, many Sorts of browns and 
ruſſets; ſome black, and ſome a deep 
blue. The Hood of their Sacks hangs 
over their Faces below their Chins, as — 
been already obſerved, with two Holes 
for their Eyes. Each 'of them carries a 
burning Torch in one Hand, and an An- 
them in the other, which they ſing all 
the Way as they go along. The Black- 
guards, who are very numerous about 
Florence, and miſerably poor, going al- 
moſt naked, attend them on each Side 
with Cabbage Leaves, or Coffins of Pa- 
per to catch the Wax as it falls from the 
Torches, in order to make a ſmall Mats 
ter of Money of it. Their Standards are 
ye large, equal to the Sails of one of >: 
b W 4 
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Weſt. country Barges; one Man ſupports 
them in the Middle, and four on each 
Side with Cords, Who are all of the Fra- 
ternity. They have commonly painted 
on theſe Standards the Legends of the 
Saints whom they chooſe for their Pro- 
tectors. The Miſericordia, or Company 
of Mercy as they call themſelves, have | 
painted on their Standard the Execution 
of Jobn the Baptiſt in the Priſon : Theſe | 
viſit the Malefactors, viz, Thieves, Rob- 
bers, and-Murderers in their Priſons, and 
attend them to the Place of Execution 
in Lead-colour'd' Sacks, with -Oil-Cloth- 
Hats on their Heads, a full Yard in Di- 
ameter, and make a moſt horrible A 
Pearance. Two of theſe Brothers lead t o 
M alefactor, and the reſt follow two and | 
two, in all about two hundred, ſinging a 14 
diſmal Ditty as they go along; and when 19 
the Man is in the Agonies of Death two 1 
of the ſame Fraternity climb up upon the 9 
Gallows, holding up the Picture of the | 
Madonna or Virgin Mary with a Crucifix, 
and bawling aloud in his Ears. We have 4 
made this ſhort Digreſſion, having been = 
preſent at the Execution of a Man at E 
Florence for murdering his Wife, where I 
„we ſaw all this whole Farce ated. As i | 
ſoon as he was taken down, they open- | 
ed his Veins, received his Blood into { 
Mo | ſexen 17 
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| ſeveral Veſſels, and the Fraternity diſtri- 
buted it in large Glaſsfuls to ſuch as were 
afraid of Apoplectic Fits, or any other 
ſudden or violent Death, who drank it 
up greedily, from a ſuperſtitious Pre- 
ſumption that this would preſerve them 
from ſuch Accidents. erw his. 
Body was divided into four Quarters, and 
nailed to the Gallows, to which ſeveral 
Beggars reſorted, and took their Stands 
every Day, begging Alms for the Salce of 
this Malefactor whom, from all the ſtrange 
Apparatus that had been made about his 
Execution, they imagined to be a Saint. 

TAE Company of St. Peter — 
painted on their Standard St. Peter 
ing, and upon the Top of the Pole a ie 
Cock tied by the Legs, chuckling and 
fluttering his Wings. The Company of 
the Holy Ghoſt have 3 on their 

Saad: the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, 
viz, the Virgin Mary fitting upon a Pe- 
deſtal with a large cloven Tongue of 
Fire oyer her Head, and all the Apoſtles, 
with cloven Tongues over their Heads, 
on their Knees worſhipping, and on the 
Top of the Standard-Pole a live Pidgeon 
tied by the Legs, The Company of the 
Stigmate, or Wounds of St. Francis, have 
on their Standard, the Picture of our Sa- 
viour coming to St, Francis, darting wm 

| ng 
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long Rays from his Hands and Feet, ma- 

King the Impreſſion of his Wounds upon 
the Hands and Feet of St. Francis, with 
Fungus's growing out of them repreſenting 
the Heads of great Nails. It would be 
endleſs to deſcribe all the ridiculous Ido- 
latry and Superſtition of the Standards. of 
the other Confraternities, and the ſtrange 
Figure they make in their ſeveral odd 


Dreſſes. This being the laſt in the Pro- 


ceſſion, is held in greateſt Eſteem, as 
they pretend to the greateſt Humility. 
Their Habit is of a dark Blood Colour; 
they all walk bare footed, with a hemp- 
en Rope for a Girdle, affect more 
Severity, and do more Pennance than 
the other Companies, and are there- 
fore very much reverenced by the Popu- 
lace. W. cannot eaſily gueſs at the Num- 
bers of theſe Brotherhoods, only we took 
Notice that they were full two Hour be- 
fore all of them paſſed by, tho* we 0 
not perceive them make any Stop, the 
Way being all clear before — 


ext to the Confraternities walk'd the. . 


Monks and Friars two and two. Their 
Number, which we counted as they paſſed 


along, amounted to 4000, who were di- 


vided into five principal Orders, viz. 


Franciſcans, . Dominicans, Auguſtins, Be. 


— and Feſuits, The Friats pro- 


ceed 
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eeed firſt in each Diviſion, Theſe were 
in brown and grey Habits, having a large 


wooden Croſs carry*d before them by a 


Superior, or Senior Brother. Some of 
theſe went bare footed, as the Capuchins ; 
others with Sandals, who from thence are 
generally called Padri Scaltzi, and Padri 
Zochi, They all wear Ropes about their 
middle, from whence ſome are named 
Cordeliers, as being the molt remarkable 
in that Reſpect; ſome of the Friars alſo 
wear their Bzards, and others not. After 
theſe followed the Novices or half Monks, 
Some Companies of theſe are clothed in 
black and brown, others in black and 
white, Next to theſe followed the white 
Monks, of which Claſs are the Carmelites 
and Carthufians, &c. and the laſt that 
walked in every Diviſion were the black 
Monks, who according to the firſt Inſti- 
tution, have the beſt Houſes and the moſt 
Wealth: Of theſe are in the City of Flo-. 


rence, the Franciſcans of the Amunciata; 


the Dominicans of Santa Croce, being the 


Houſe ef the Inquiſition, the Auguſtines of 
Santo Spirito; the Benedictines, and the 


College of Feſuits. All theſe Bodies are 


extremely rich, and wallow in Luxury. 
And whereas the lower Claſſes of Friars © 
have only a large wooden Croſs carried. 
d them, as hath. been obſery'd, _ 
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had each a fine high Standard richly em- 
| broidered with the Figure of a Croſs, and 
in the midſt a Glory all embroidered 
with Gold and Silver. This is carried by 
one of their own Prieſts ſupported by ſix 
or ſeven other Prieſts of their Order, car- 
_ rying large Silver Candleſticks about four 
Foot high, with lighted Wax Candles in 
them, clothed in their proper Veſtments, 
which are red and white Sattin, richly 
| laced and embroidered with Gold and 


Silver. The Feſuits having no inferior 


Orders branched out from them as the 
others, therefore before them. walk*d 


their Scholars and Noviciats in their pro- 


per Habits, viz. ſome in black turn'd 


up with red, others in purple lined with 
red, and after them followed the Feſuits 
two and two, the youngeſt: firſt, and the 
eldeſt laſt, This Part of the Proceſſion, 
which was made by the Monks and Friars, 
was alſo about two Hours in paſſing by, 
viz, from eight to ten o*Clock. 

NexrT theſe followed the Pariſh Prieſt, 


vi. the Clergy of every Pariſh by them- 


ſelves, with their particular Banner, In 


- ſome Pariſhes were upwards of 200, in- 


cluding the Boys, who are in Orders, and 


wear the Prieſts Habit. One of the 


Prieſts carried the Banner, which was 
ſurrounded with fix or ſeyen other Prieſts 


6 with. 
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with lighted, Wan Candles as above Us! 
ſcribed. The Boys walked firſt after the 
Banner, the reſt according to their Age 
and Seniority, and laſt of all the che 
Partth Prieſt, with two Prieſts more, one 
on his Right. hand, and the other on his 
Left. The Prieſts of the ſeveral Pariſhes, 
with all their Fopperies, were about an 
Hour in paſſing by, ſo it is probable they 
are about half the Number of the Monks 
and Friars, viz. about 2000 in all. 
ArrER theſe followed the Clergy of 
the Dome or Cathedral, and the Clergy 


of the Baptiſtry. The Cannons of the 


Dome had purple and ſcarlet Scarves, 
thoſe of 'the Baptiſtry had Saſhes of Ca- 
mels Skins hung in a looſe careleſs Air 
over one Shoulder, in Imitation of Fohn 
the Baptiſt their Patron. After theſe 
came the dignified Clergy, ſuch as Arch- 
deacons, Arch-prieſts, Abbots, Priors, 
Biſhops, all in their pontifical Habits, 
with Mitres on their Heads : Their Ha- 
bits were ſome red, others purple, blue, 

and white Sattins and Velvets rich- 
ly embroidered, and laced with Gold and 
Silver; and fome of their Habits as well 
as their Mitres and Croſiers are fet with 
Jewels and precious Stones. Next fol- 
low'd the Archbiſhop of Florence, under 


a 9 Canopy of 1 carrying 
I the 
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che Hoſt. The Archbiſhop, and the reſt 
of the mitred Clergy, were attended on 


each hand by the Nobility and 
bareheaded, carrying lighted Wax Flam- 
beaus in their own. Hands, with their 
Servants following, together with the 
Grand Duke's Life Guards on Foot. bare- 
headed, Laſt of all followed the inferi- 
our Magiſtrates of the City, and other 
Officers and Attendants. In this Manner 
the whole Proceſſion of Corpus Domini 
2 from the great Dome thro? the 
ptiſtry to the Church of Santa Maria 
Ns which is about a. Mile diſtant, 


5 where all the Foot Guards were drawn 


up; the whole being about ſix Hours in 


paſſing by, viz. from fix in the Morn- 


ing, till twelve at Noon. 
TEIs Feaſt laſts eight Days, which | 
they call an Octave. In the Afternoon 
were carried in Proceſſion the Bones of 
St. Thomas Aquinas, the great Advocate 
for Tranſubſtantiation. Every Pariſh in 
the City had its Proceſſion 52 — theſe 


eight Days, which was iefigned ſome 


way ar other to prove Aquinas*s Doctrine; 


as in that of St. Ambroſe; the Pariſh where | 


we lived, they carried in Proceſſion a 


miraculous Hoſt, which they pretend was 
firſt a common conſecrated Cake or Was 


fer, which Was converted into real Fleſh. 


This 


| ER J 
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This was in a ſtmall Gold Shrine witk ? 
Cryſtals, reſembling a Lanthorn, thro 
Eten we ſaw ſomething that N en nir 7 
. bit of raw Fleſh. 4 
ANOTHER remarkable Feaſt was 1 
Octave of St. John the Baptiſt, the 'tute- 
lar Saint of Florence, on the firſt Day f 
which, the conquered Cities of 2. 2 f 
came to do Homage to the Grand Duke, 
which was performed by their Deputies, 
attended by the Banners of the Gentry, 
and the Towns which they repreſent. 
Here are likewiſe brought forth three 
three triumphal Cars drawn with Oxen. 
That of S7. Fobn Baptiſt is the chief. It 
is upwards of twenty Foot high, formed 
like a Pyramid in whimſical Architecture, 
having many Niches round it, and a {mall 
Pedeſtal: at the top, upon which they 
lace a Man (whom they hire for that 
Pay for a Crown and a Break faſt) faſt' ned 
with a Hoop of Iron to keep him from be- 
ing ſhook off. This Man perſonates John 
the Baptiſt, having no other Cloathing but 
a piece of Camel's Skin thrown over his 
Shoulder, with a Croſs madeofa Reed in his 


Hand. In the Niches all round the Pyramid 


they place little Boys about ten Years old, 
to repreſent Angels, Theſe are clothed in 
e With the RR of white Geeſe at 


their 


Red 


| their Shoulders; St. John firſt preſented 


himſelf to the Grand Duke's  Vicergy, 
who paid the Homage due to him as 


a Protector. After that he proceeded to 
the Grand Dome and Baptiſtry, 
ple worſhipping the 
of Jobn Baptiſt all the way 
along. This Machine being fo ridicu- 
louſly mounted in that high 


Form, upon a ſtiff Carriage ie a Dray, 


jolts ſo terribly, that the Man being ſo 
far from the Centre of the Motion, is al- 
ways bruiſed in a terrible manner; and 
we were told, that ſome of them have 
attually dy d of the Braiſes./ e 
Dvuxinc this Octave there aces 
Proceſſion where the Bones of &. Fobn 


Baptiſt are carried along with great Pomp 
and Solemmty., We were under the 


Gallery of the Old Palace when this paſ- 


ſed by. The Bones were in a Gold Shrine, 


with Glaſs on each ſide, thro? which we 
faw ſeveral human Bones placed in-Order. 
At this Proceſſion walk the Clergy of the 


Baptiftry, the Company of the Miſericor- 


dia or St. Fobhn Baptist, and thoſe of Santa 
Spirito and St. Peter, with a very great 


Number of Monks and Friars. "Bir the 
moſt remarkable thing was, that all the 
common and avow'd Whores in Flarence 
nn it An ee firſt the 


dun 


FLORENCE N 


the Peo- 
inn 
as he paſſed 


— alt rme dC > 


* 


94 FLORENCE. 


Cond. 


Girls two and two, all in White with 


white Veils; then the Women dreft in the 


ſame Manner, the youngeſt foremoſt. 
Then followed the Boys two and two, 
the youngeſt firſt and the eldeſt laſt, 


Theſe Women were all very poor, ſome 


had their Children in their Arms, but 
Techs as — el could avoid this puts 
WI au * Proceſſion, confting 


chiefly of Women. This is during the 


Feaſt of the Aſſumption of the Virgin 
Mary, when they carry the Image of a 


Woman made of Wax, and very - richly 
cloathed with a Crown on her Head, 


ſeated in a Chariot of Wood, with Clouds 


and Cherubs finely painted and gilded, 
This is carry*d by ſome of the Fraternities, 
and attended by the young Women who 
are to be made Nuns, ' with their * 
or if their Mothers be dead or abſent, 
with the Ladies who are to preſent them 
to their Nunneries; and many other La- 


| dies walk on each Side with lighted Wax 


Candles, and in this Manner proceed to 
the Church of the Aſſumption. Having 
ſeen one of theſe Proceſſions, we had not 
gone a great Way, when we met another 


of the ſame Kind, there being ſeveral of 


theſe in different Parts of the City in the 
time of this Feſtival. F mer they 


1 N | us'd 
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ud to carry a live Woman to perſonate | 
the Virgin; and ſeveral Perſons ſtill in 
Being remember common: Proſtitutes 


dreſsd up to repreſent the 2 gin Mary; 


but thoſe grew ſo inſolent at laſt, that 1 | 


Body could endure them; for they ev 


| inſulted the Clergy who employ'd think 


to ſuch a Degree, that they were forced 


to comply with this Piece. of Reformation; 


to uſe a Dumb Image for the Peoples Ado- 


ration inſtead of a living one. There is 


placed upon the Altars of the Churches of 
the Aſſumption, this blaſphemous Picture, 
viz, The Virgin Mary fitting in Heaven, 


with Gop the Father on the Right-hand, 


and Our Saviour on the left, crowning 
Her Queen of Saints and Angels, and the 
Hoy Ghoſt like a Dove, hovering over her 
Head. Theſe Pictures, with the afore- - 


ſaid Images, are maine during! this 


Octave. 


THERE are many other 3 'Pro- 


ceſſions here, and in all the Cities and 
Towns in Tay, but to deſcribe them 


would be like repeating the ſame thing 


over again; all having a general Reſem- 


blance in their Fopperies, only with ſome 
Incidents peculiar to the occaſion of each 
Feſtival. They have alſo many occaſional 
Proceſſions, ſuch as are made on account 


e e or for Succeſs to the Arms | 
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of a Prince when he is engaged in any 


Fg 


Enterpriſes that tend to promote the Cauſe 
of Popery; or at the Canonization of a 
new Saint; at which Times they carry 
about Images, Reliques and the like. 


While we were at Florence a new female 


Saint was canonized, whoſe Name was 
Santa Juliana Fulconieri. The Rejoicings 
continued eight Days like the other Feaſts, 
and ſhe having been of the Order of 
St. Francis, her Feaſt was therefore cele- 


brated in the Church of the Nunciata, 


which belongs to the Franciſcans, and is 
the richeſt of that Order. Notice being 
given at Rome of the Day on which ſhe 
was to be canonized there at &. Peter's, the 


ſame Day the Monks of the Nunciata at 


Florence adorned the out- ſide of their 
Church with all manner of Machinery 
for Fire-works; as falſe Baluſtrades, Va- 
ſes, Sc. which were added to the Porti- 
co, and many other ſurpriſing Things 
which they repreſented by Fire. The 
grand Dome was likewiſe illuminated, as 
were the Tops of the Steeples. More- 
over, every one who claimed any Rela- 


tion to the new Saint, cauſed all their 
Houſes to be illuminated, and there were 
few who did not pretend ſome Degree of 


Kindred to her. The firſt Evening, du- 


king the Fire- Works, there was very fine 


Muſick. 
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Muſick of all ſorts both within the Church 

and abroad, and at the fame Time 
all the Guns were fired round the For- 
treſſes. In the mean while the Picture of 
the new Saint was carried in Proceſſion, 
and placed over the great Altar, where it 
remained during the eight Days of the 
Feaſt, After the Feſtival was ended, the 
Fathers of the Nunciata publiſhed- the 
Life of the Saint, which they dedicated 
to the Commander of the German Forc 

that were then at Fhrence on the Grand 
Duke's account, who. being related to the 
Family of the Falconieri, had contribu- 
ted 8 to the Expence. Among o- 
ther high Encomiums therein beſtowed 
upon him, was this Expreſſion, That be 
had out of his great Gaodueſs taten their 
Poverty into his Conſideration... We were 
not a little ſurprized at this, becauſe they 
are known to be immenſely rich, their 
Church being loaded with Plate and Jeẽw- 
els, and they Thad but lately coined Money 
in Conjunction with the Grand Duke, out 
of the Offerings of the People. Theſe. 
great Doings at the Canonization of 
Saints, and their Feſtivals that are 
kept annually afterwards, are a very 
powerful Decoy to draw in filly and ſy- 
n Biggots, to laviſh away all 
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hard for Canonization; and par- 


Saint was def making all poſſible 


| 
they ean upon the Convents. We were 
ebe eee b | 


- when we were at Rome, in the 
' Palate of the Fallonieri, there was a La- 
dy of the Family from which this new | 


| 


ration to have che like Honour con- 
ferr*d upon her, tho“ the Servants of the 
Houſe faid, She Was more like 4 Devil ; 


than a Safes. - 


TRE RR heb fuch Numbers of thoſe 


rivate Saints every where, that we faw 
roceſſions continually about the Streets, 
and it would be almoſt endleſs to name 


them; only we ſhall take notice of one 
that was very ridiculous, viz. The Feaſt 


of St. Anthony of Padua. This St. An- 


thony. being a Farrier, they pretend he 
workt a very extraordinary Miracle: That 


while he was paring a Horſes Hoof, his 
Hand ſlipt, and cut off his Foot, which 

he immediately ſet on, as whole as it was 
at firſt, and for this Reaſon, he is deem d 

the Protector of Horſes, and all other 


Beaſts that are ſhod with Iron. That 


Morning we were extremely much ſur- 


moon: with the Neighing of Horſes, 


ing of great Numbers of Aſſes, 
St Noiſe of 2350 Feet, as if an 
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Army had been marching into the Town, + _ 
and could not imagine what ſhould be 
the Meaning, till we went to the Win 
dows, when we obſerved the Streets and 
Windows crowded+ with People, Who 
ſeemed all to be very much entertain'd. 
1 we aſked the -Meaning of all this, 
Ly told us, the Horſes, &c. were goin 
to St. Anthony's Church to be bleſs' d. 
The firſt thing we obſerved, was a great 
Crowd of Country Fellows, ſome on 
Horſeback, and ſome leading Horſes a- 
long, ſome on Mules, and ſome riding 
on Aſſes; the Men and their Beaſts too. 
ſtuck out with Ribbons: of all manner of 
Colours, like ſo many Shreds hanging 
about them. In the midſt of this Crowd,. - 
we obſerved ſeveral Noblemen and Gen- 
tlemen in their Coaches, all the Horſes: 
Manes dreſt up with Roſes of various. 
Colours, and Knots on their Tails. The 
Gentlemens Servants and Country Fel- 
lows, had all Cockades in their Hats, 
which extraordinary Scene ſoon led us 
to the Church of St. Autbony, to ſee this 
odd Farce acted; and when we had got 
as near as we could with Safety, we ob- 
ſerved a little Chapel ſet up before the 
Church Porch, like an Alcove, where a. 
Frieſt of St. Anthony was ſeated, „ 
2 'W 


* _white the Function Was performing in 
the Church, this r 


- while the Ir 
Door, had its Hands ſtretched forth to 
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Prieſt having a 
large Veſſel of Holy Water provided 


for the Purpoſe, ſprinkled all the Horſes, 


Aſſes, and Mules, as they paſſed along, 


mage of St. Anthony over the 


bleſs them Firſt the Grand Duke's E- 
quipage was preſented to this Benediction, 
all very finely dreſſed in their Cockades 


_ Ribbons 3 then the Nobility's, and e- 


one's in their Order, till it came to 
the turn of the Common People, when 


there was ſuch crowding and preſſing, to 


get thro* the Ceremony, that it was not 
ſafe for us to be over curious; for the 
Mules and Aſſes being neither. uſed to 

ſuch Numbers of Spectators, nor ſuch 
Trappings about them, began to be very 
obſtreperous; and tho' they came there 


to get St. Aubony's Bleſſing, to preſerve 


them from all Dangers and Accidents, 
yet we obſerved ſome which came thi- 


ther very well and ſound, went hopping 
away lame, being well kickꝰd and bruis d. 
The ſame Ceremony was performed at 
Rome, while we were there, the Year 
following, where ſome Reliques of St. 


Antbony were carried in Proceſſion, and 


—_ TIO s and the Cardinals Horſes, Ic. 


Weile 
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vere all bleſſed; but having ſeen it be-. 
fore at Florence, we choſe oh to be di- 


ſtant Spectators of it at Rome; for all the 
People being idle, and in the Streets upon 


ſuch Occaſions, it cauſes a deal of Miſ-. 
chief. The true Reaſon of all theſe Feaſts, - 
+ and Proceſſions, is to obtain Money or 


other Gifts to the Churches that are de- 


dicated to theſe Saints; for every one 
that had their Horſes, or other Beaſts 


bleſſed by the Prieſt, either preſented 
Money or ſome Gift. We obſerved ma · 
ny of the poorer Sort give Wax Candles: 
and ſome poor Boys that came upon 


Aſſes, gave Candles that were not much 


Digger than Straws: However, the Prieſt 

accepted all that was offered. | 
"Bir! the moſt unaccountable Frey 
whi le we were abroad, was, the Refurs 
rection of Chriſt, which we ſaw perform'd 
at Florence, on Eafter-Eve. | There was 
ſet up before the Door of the Cathedral, 
an ed Sepulchre, filled with Rock - 
ets, Squibs, and Crackers, which have 


Trains communicated one to another. 


From this Se there goes a Line, 
_ thro? the Body of the Church, to the 
Altar, on which there is placed an artifict« 
al Pigeon, of Combuſtible Matter, de- 
* to * the * Ghoſt. The 


Arch- 
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Archbiſhop! with his Clergy performed 


the Function for the Day, with great So- 
lemnity, being ſeated on the Side of the 


Altar, under ſtately Canopies of Velvet, 1 


and Cloth of Gold. When they come to 


the Hallelujas, at the End of the Muſick, 
which is very fine, both Vocal. and In- 
ſtrumental, they all give a hideous Shout; 


then a Man ſets “ fire to the combuſtible 
Pigeon at the Altar, which runs along 


the Line to the Sepulchre without Doors, 
and blows it up into the Air. All this 
was perform'd with Muſick, Drums, 


Trumpets, ringing of Bells, and firing 
of the great Guns: Mean while the fiery 
Pigeon returns back to the Altar, and 


the People fall on their Faces to worſffip. 
This blaſphemous Scene was acted about 
twelve Clock at Noon. During the 
time they ſuppoſe Our Saviour to have 
lain in the Grave, viz. from Good. Friday 
to the Eve abovementioned, all their 
Altars, Croſſes, and Crucifixes are hung 
in Mourning, and no Bells ſuffered to 


be tolled, only they uſe a wooden In- 


ſtrument, which makes a frightful Noiſe, 
like what our Gardiners put up to ſcare 
away the Birds, inſtead of Bells, for their 
Ave Marias. The Day ſollowing, an- 
other Function is performed, when 2 


4 


e 
N W vis. Arehbiſhops, ) 
Abbots, ' and... Pariſh- Prieſts „ e ee at 
the Poors of their Reſpective Churches; 
and after very loud knocking for a little 
while, the Doors are flung open, and 


the Clergy. enter, ſinging an Anthem, 
viz. Lift up your Head, O ye Gates, &c. 


WHEN we. were at "Rome, there was 
ſhewn. i in many of the Churches, during 
the Chriſtmas Holy-Days „the Birth of 


Our Saviour. In that which we ſaw, 
were repreſented . in Wax-Work, the 


Images of Foſeph and Mary, with the 


Shepherds, in a little. Stable, made on 
purpoſe, where there was a Manger with 


* Oxen and other Cattle. At the Church 
of St. Mary upon Mount Capitolinus, 


where there was formerly the Temple of 


Jupiter Capitolinus, they expoſed a mi- 
raculous Bambino, or little Jeſus, every 


Day during the Feaſt, which is taken out 


of the Lap of the Virgin, who is made 


of Wax richly dreſs'd, and held forth 
by one of the Friars, for the People to 
kiſs its Feet. We obſerved a Country- 


Woman, who, - it ſcems, was a Stranger 
to this odd Cuſtom, call out, What! do 


they kiſs: its Feet? Another anſwered, 
Ab! *tis bad. for your Soul that you dont 


' know that, At which, ſhe ran to kiſs it 
with 


. 
' | 
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with great Eagerneſs. This little” Ban- 
Zino had a Crown of Diamonds on its 


Head, and was covered all over with Di- 
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amonds and precious Stones, We: might i. 


Kind at Rome, where there are thouſands 
of abſurd Miracles, and other Foppenes. 
We might alſo mention their | Burials, 
which are monſtrouſly ſuperſtitious, as 
alſo the Carnavals that we faw after the 


have ſeen many other Naree- ſhews of this | 


Chriſtmaſs Holy-days, at which time one 


would imagine the whole City to be 
mad, and ſunk in Wickedneſs; but'theſe 
have been ſufficiently deſcribed by Tra- 
vellers, as alſo the Races of St. Peter, 
their Chariot Races, Cart Races, and ma- 


ny other ſuch abſurd Diverſions: But the 


Frequency of ſuch things became 1 


tireſome to us, eſpecially after we 
ſeen fo much of them at Florence, The 
People here are extreme giddy after them, 


and ſpend ſo much of their Time in Sights, 


Proceſſions, Maſquerades, and ſuch other 
Diverſions, and are fo oppreſs'd on the 
other Hand, by the Tyrannies of the 


Clergy, that it is no Wonder to ſee fo. 
much Eye keien . them. t 
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| ſite to the Piazza Colonna where the 


Jantiſimo Viro! A, moi? boly Mun and 


ſlouched over his Face ; a young Courte- © ©. * 
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E happened to omit in our Aa. 
count of Rome, that during the 


Time of the Carnival we had accident- 


ally a ſight of the Pretender. As we 
vere viewing the Maſquerade, which paſſ-' = 
ed along the Corſo, we obſerved a Crowd 
of People gazing up at a Balcony oppo- 


Guards were drawn up: Upon enquir- 
ing into the Meaning of it, one of the- 
Spectators, pointing to the Balcon : fal * 13 


Don't you fee. the King! upon aſking: 


What King? he ſeemed. to be in a great 
Surpriſe, calling out to the Company, 
Rueſti due non conoſci il Re di Tugliteral' | 
Theſe two dont know. the King. of Eng. 2 
land! Then they began to harangue n 
his Praiſe, and told us that he was . 


7 


was kept out of his Dominions by the 
Heretics, led to have a — a 
melancholy EIS, was dreſſed in a French ++. © 
Grey Suit, with a long Wig, and his Hat 
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Laughter, till a erde Sound pit an in- 

_ mediate Stop to the hidegus N (ES For. 

nv the Ave Maria Bell began td toll, 5 
and on a ſudden both Men and Women, 

Saints and Devils, both in the Seen f 

Windows, Balconies, ad in the triximy hal . 

TOE. Cars and Roſtrums, were all on their, RN : 


the Space of five Minutes ; after which 
they renewed the ſame Uproar : But as+ 


er 95 round I 8 11 2 
d tod Cardinals with hips dne WSC 
. the other we did hot K 


dez all ſeemed wonderfully diverced with, - 
33k thee lewd and Kick ons Scenes that 
. were pallingalong the Streets. We ſhould. . 


have been {urpriſed to ſee their Eminencies. | 


ſo much tickled with ſuch Sights, had not 
all the Windows and Balconies been deck- 6 
+. ed with all Ranks and Orders of their * 
-, Clergy, triumphing over the Folly And 


Ignorance of the Laity, who were 1 2 
Buffoons and Dupes to their Mirth 8 


in a moſt profdund muttering Silence for by 


ö we were not thought devout eriough for - : 
Ee J + this Aſſembly, we judged it the. zefl Way” T 


by 


to go home to dur Lodgings, being 
5 with what we had already; 


